
P A C I F I C  S Y M P H O N Y  P R E S E N T S

SUMMERFEST 2025

TCHAIKOVSKY
SPECTACULAR:

CONCERT OF HOPE
September 6, 2025 - 8PM 

WITH FIREWORKS

M U S I C ,  F O O D ,  W I N E  &  T H E  G R E AT  P A R K  E X P E R I E N C E

PRESENTED BY
VENUE 

UNDERWRITTEN BY

https://www.pacificsymphony.org/
https://www.pacificsymphony.org/
https://www.cityofhope.org/orange-county
https://cityofirvine.org/


It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Tchaikovsky Spectacular: Concert of Hope, the grand finale of Pacific 
Symphony’s 2025 SummerFest series at the stunning Great Park Live in Irvine. On behalf of all of us at Pacific 
Symphony—thank you for joining us this evening for what promises to be an unforgettable night under the stars.

Tonight’s concert is a tribute to the enduring power of music and the human spirit. With soaring melodies and 
dramatic intensity, we celebrate the passion and brilliance of Tchaikovsky’s most iconic works. We open with the 
graceful Waltz from Sleeping Beauty, followed by his beloved Piano Concerto No. 1, brought to life by the remarkable 
Natasha Paremski. After intermission, we delve into the emotional depths of Francesca da Rimini, culminating in the 
thunderous energy of the 1812 Overture, complete with a spectacular fireworks finale.

We are honored to present this evening’s Concert of Hope in partnership with City of Hope Orange County, the 
Presenting Sponsor of our 2025 SummerFest series. This performance is a heartfelt celebration of courage, 
strength, and resilience—a tribute to all those affected by cancer, including survivors, patients, and their loved ones. 
We are deeply grateful for City of Hope’s support and the inspiration they bring to our community.

Our sincere thanks also go to the City of Irvine, whose partnership and vision have made Great Park Live a welcoming 
summer home for live orchestral music. These concerts are only possible through the collaboration of city leaders, the 
dedication of our artists, and the enthusiasm of audience members like you.

As we look ahead, we’re excited to launch the 2025–26 season at the Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall. With 
a thrilling lineup of classical masterworks, world-class guest artists, dynamic Pops performances, and family-friendly 
programming, there’s something for everyone this season.

The Classical Series will explore timeless compositions and bold new works. The Pops Series, led by Enrico Lopez-
Yañez, brings a wide range of performances—from Dolly Parton's Threads: My Songs in Symphony to Danny Elfman’s 
Music from the Films of Tim Burton and My Fair Lady in Concert. For young audiences, our Family Musical Mornings 
offer engaging, 45-minute concerts led by Assistant Conductor Pola Benke, designed to spark imagination and joy.

Subscriptions and single tickets are on sale now. Scan the QR code below to explore the extraordinary experiences 
ahead. Thank you for being part of our musical family and for making SummerFest such a vibrant celebration of 
community, artistry, and shared hope. We are honored to close this season with you tonight.

Wishing you a magical evening and a joyful year ahead,

John Forsyte
President & Chief Executive Officer
Pacific Symphony

DEAR SUMMER CONCERT FANS,

Purchase
2025-26 Tickets
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MUSIC DIRECTOR CARL ST.CLAIR
The 2024-25 season marked Music 
Director Carl St.Clair’s 35th year leading 
Pacific Symphony. He is the longest-
tenured American-born conductor of a 
major American orchestra. During St.Clair’s 
lengthy history, Pacific Symphony has 
become the largest budgeted orchestra 
formed in the last 50 years. Pacific 
Symphony was invited by the League of 
American Orchestras to become the newest 
and youngest orchestra among America’s 
Tier 1 Orchestras. Few orchestras can claim 
such rapid artistic development.

	 During his tenure, St.Clair has become widely recognized for 
his musically distinguished performances and his innovative 
approaches to programming. In April 2018, St.Clair led Pacific 
Symphony in its sold-out Carnegie Hall debut, celebrating Philip 
Glass’ 80th birthday at the final concert of Carnegie’s yearlong 
celebration of the preeminent composer. The concert ended 
with a standing ovation and with The New York Times calling the 
Symphony “a major ensemble!” St.Clair led Pacific Symphony 
on its first tour to China in May 2018, the orchestra’s first 
international tour since touring Europe in 2006. The orchestra’s 
European tour included playing concerts in nine cities (including 
Munich, Frankfurt, Cologne, Lucerne, and Vienna) in three 
countries appearing before capacity houses and receiving 
standing ovations and critical acclaim. The Hannoversche 
Allgemeine raved, “St.Clair and his fabulous orchestra 
completely won over Hanover…with spirit, a sense of sound, and 
utterly breathtaking precision” and Cologne’s General Anzeiger 
exclaimed, “Electrifying…captivating!”
	 The orchestra made its national PBS debut in June 2018 
on Great Performances with Peter Boyer’s Ellis Island: The 
Dream of America, conducted by St.Clair. Among St.Clair’s 
many creative endeavors are the highly acclaimed American 
Composers Festival, which began in 2000, and the opera 
initiative, “Symphonic Voices,” which has included concert-
opera productions of Madama Butterfly, The Magic Flute, Aida, 
Turandot, Carmen, La Traviata, Tosca, Rigoletto, and La Bohème 
in previous seasons.
	 St.Clair’s commitment to the development and performance of 
new works by composers is evident in the wealth of commissions 
and recordings by the Symphony. Beginning in the 2023-24 
season, Viet Cuong was named the Symphony’s Composer-in-
Residence. The 2016-17 season featured commissions from 
pianist/composer Conrad Tao and Composer-in-Residence 
Narong Prangcharoen, a follow-up to the slate of recordings 
of works commissioned and performed by the Symphony in 
recent years. Other commissions include John Wineglass’ Alone 

Together, William Bolcom’s Songs of Lorca and Prometheus, 
Elliot Goldenthal’s Symphony in G-sharp minor, Richard 
Danielpour’s Toward a Season of Peace, Philip Glass’ The 
Passion of Ramakrishna, and Michael Daugherty’s Mount 
Rushmore and The Gospel According to Sister Aimee. St.Clair 
has led the orchestra in other critically acclaimed recordings 
including two piano concertos of Lukas Foss, Danielpour’s 
An American Requiem, and Goldenthal’s Fire Water Paper: A 
Vietnam Oratorio with cellist Yo-Yo Ma. Other commissioned 
composers include James Newton Howard, Zhou Long, Tobias 
Picker, Frank Ticheli, Sir James MacMillan, Chen Yi, Curt 
Cacioppo, Stephen Scott, Jim Self (Pacific Symphony’s former 
Principal Tubist), and Christopher Theofanidis.
	 Internationally, St.Clair has appeared with orchestras 
throughout the world. He has led orchestras in Asia, Central 
and South America, and Europe. In January 2024, following 
a 27-year relationship with Sinfonieorchester Wuppertal 
(Germany), St.Clair was named Honorary Guest Conductor 
for Life. In 2023, he concluded a successful 10-year tenure 
as Music Director with the National Symphony of Costa Rica. 
From 2008-10, St.Clair was General Music Director for the 
Komische Oper in Berlin. He also served as General Music 
Director and Chief Conductor of the German National Theater 
and Staatskapelle (GNTS) in Weimar, Germany, where he 
led Wagner’s Ring Cycle to critical acclaim. He was the first 
non-European to hold this position at the GNTS; the role also 
gave him the distinction of simultaneously leading one of the 
newest orchestras in America and one of the oldest in Europe.
	 St.Clair has led the Boston Symphony Orchestra (where 
he served as Assistant Conductor for several years 1985-90), 
New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, and the San Francisco, Seattle, Detroit, 
Atlanta, Houston, Indianapolis, Montreal, Toronto, and 
Vancouver symphonies, among many.
	 Carl St.Clair is a strong advocate of music education for all 
ages and is internationally recognized for his distinguished 
career as a master teacher. He has been essential to the 
creation and implementation of the Symphony’s extensive 
education and community engagement programs. In addition 
to his professional conducting career, St.Clair has worked with 
most major music schools across the country. He received an 
Honorary Doctorate from Chapman University and has served 
as a Presidential Fellow, working closely with the students of 
the College of the Performing Arts (2018-22). St.Clair has been 
named “Distinguished Alumni” at the University of Texas Butler 
School of Music beginning 2019. And, for over 30 years, he has 
had a continuing relationship with the USC Thornton School of 
Music where he is Artistic Leader and Principal Conductor of 
the orchestral and large ensemble program.

CARL ST.CLAIR
WILLIAM J. GILLESPIE 
MUSIC DIRECTOR CHAIR
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Pacific Symphony is the largest orchestra formed in the United 
States in the past 50 years and has earned national recognition 
for its adventurous programming, community engagement, 
and artistic growth. Founded in 1978, the Symphony has been 
led for 35 years by Carl St.Clair who is honored with the title 
of Music Director Laureate starting in the 2025-26 season. In 
2024, Alexander Shelley was named Artistic and Music Director 
Designate for the 2025–26 season and will begin his full-time 
tenure in the 2026–27 season, marking a bold new chapter in 
the Symphony’s artistic evolution. 

With a purpose to lift the human spirit through the power of 
music, the Symphony is a pillar of the cultural landscape of 
Southern California, enriching lives and bringing communities 
together through creative and diverse programming. As 
the resident orchestra of the Renée and Henry Segerstrom 
Concert Hall, the Symphony presents more than 100 concerts 
and events each year alongside a rich array of education 
and community engagement programs, reaching more than 
300,000 residents of all ages.

Pacific Symphony features an expansive range of programming 
through the Classical Series, the beloved Pops Series led by 
Principal Pops Conductor Enrico Lopez-Yañez, SummerFest at 
the Great Park Live outdoor venue in Irvine, and engaging Family 
Musical Mornings concerts for young children and their families. 
In its 47-year history, Pacific Symphony has gained national and 
international recognition, with recent highlights including a 2018 
Carnegie Hall debut in celebration of composer Philip Glass; a 
five-city tour of China; and a PBS Great Performances broadcast 
of Peter Boyer’s Ellis Island: The Dream of America.

Pacific Symphony’s education and community engagement 
programs have been recognized by the National Endowment 
for the Arts, expanding access to orchestral music and 
fostering a lifelong connection to the arts. These include the 
Frieda Belinfante Class Act program, which enhances music 
education in elementary schools; arts-X-press, a summer 
arts program for middle school students; and Heartstrings, 
which brings free access to music to community members by 
partnering with local schools, nonprofits, and social service 
agencies. Pacific Symphony also nurtures the next generation 
of musicians through its renowned youth ensembles, including 
Pacific Symphony Youth Orchestra, Youth Wind Ensemble, 
Santiago Strings, and Youth Concert Band. These groups have 
toured internationally, earned prestigious awards, and provided 
young artists with opportunities to excel.

By combining artistic excellence with a commitment to 
education and accessibility, Pacific Symphony continues 
to enrich lives, foster new talent, and create meaningful 
connections throughout Southern California. Its innovative 
programs ensure music remains a vital part of the 
community’s cultural fabric.

ABOUT
PACIFIC SYMPHONY
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PACIFIC SYMPHONY MUSICIANS
Carl St.Clair • Music Director

William J. Gillespie Music Director Chair

Alexander Shelley • Artistic and Music Director Designate 
Phillip N. and Mary A. Lyons Artistic and Music Director Designate Chair

Enrico Lopez-Yañez • Principal Pops Conductor 
Hal and Jeanette Segerstrom Family Foundation Principal Pops Conductor Chair

Richard Kaufman • Principal Pops Conductor Laureate
Jacob Sustaita • Assistant Conductor

Mary E. Moore Family Assistant Conductor Chair

F I R ST  V IOL IN
Dennis Kim

Concertmaster;
Eleanor and Michael Gordon Chair

Yoomin Seo
Associate Concertmaster
Judy and Wes Whitmore Chair

Jeanne Skrocki 
Assistant Concertmaster
Arlene and Seymour Grubman Chair

Michael Siess 
Christine Frank
Ayako Sugaya
Ann Shiau Tenney
Joanna Lee+
Robert Schumitzky
Agnes Gottschewski
Dana Freeman
Julie Ahn
Paul Manaster

SECOND V IOL IN
Madalyn Parnas Möller *

Elizabeth and John Stahr Chair
Jennise Hwang**
Yen Ping Lai
Yu-Tong Sharp
Ako Kojian+
Linda Owen
Sooah Kim
MarlaJoy Weisshaar
Alice Miller-Wrate
Shelly Shi

VIOL A
Meredith Crawford* 

Leona Aronoff-Saddaca Chair
Victor de Almeida**
Carolyn Riley
John Acevedo
Hanbyul Jang
Julia Staudhammer
Joseph Wen-Xiang Zhang
Cheryl Gates
Phillip Triggs

CELLO
Warren Hagerty*

Catherine and James Emmi Chair
Benjamin Lash**
Robert Vos
László Mezö
Ian McKinnell
M. Andrew Honea
Rudolph Stein
Emma Lee

BASS
Richard Cassarino *
Douglas Basye**
Christian Kollgaard
David Parmeter+
Andrew Chilcote
David Black
Andrew Bumatay
Constance Deeter

FLUTE
Benjamin Smolen* 

Valerie and Hans Imhof Chair
Sharon O’Connor 
Cynthia Ellis

PI CCOLO
Cynthia Ellis

OBOE
Jessica Pearlman 

Suzanne R. Chonette Chair
Ted Sugata

E NGL I SH  HORN
Lelie Resnick

CL A RI NE T
Robert Walker* 

The Hanson Family Foundation Chair
David Chang

Charlie and Ling Zhang Chair

BASS  CL A RI NE T
Joshua Ranz

BASSOON
Rose Corrigan*

Ruth Ann and John Evans Chair
Elliott Moreau 
Andrew Klein
Allen Savedoff

CONTR A BASSOON
Allen Savedoff

F RE NCH HORN
Keith Popejoy* 
Adedeji Ogunfolu 
Kaylet Torrez**
Henry Bond

TRUMPE T
Barry Perkins* 

Susie and Steve Perry Chair
Tony Ellis

TROMBONE
Michael Hoffman*
David Stetson

TUBA
Vacant

TI MPA NI
Vacant 

PE RCUSSI ON
Robert A. Slack*

HA RP
Michelle Temple

The Sungaila Family Chair

* Principal
** Assistant Principal
+ On Leave
Celebrating 
                
years with Pacific Symphony
this season.

The musicians of Pacific Symphony 
are members of the American 
Federation of Musicians, Local 7.
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Our state-of-the-art hospital will bring more cancer-focused expertise, 

more leading-edge clinical trials, and more research and treatments  

that save lives. More hope, delivered by nationally ranked cancer care.

Orange County’s only cancer specialty hospital Opening Late 2025

Francesco Lecce-Chong, conductor
Natasha Paremski, piano
Pacific Symphony

TCHAIKOVSKY
SPECTACULAR:
CONCERT OF HOPE
Saturday, September 6 @ 8 PM 	

PROGRAM

TCHAIKOVSKY	 Waltz from Sleeping Beauty

TCHAIKOVSKY	 Piano Concerto No.1 in B-flat Minor, Op.23
		  	 I. Allegro non troppo e molto maestoso
			   II. Andantino semplice
			   III. Allegro con fuoco
		  Natasha Paremski, piano

~ Intermission ~

TCHAIKOVSKY	 Francesca da Rimini

TCHAIKOVSKY	 1812 Overture

Tchaikovsky Spectacular: Concert of Hope is a heartwarming concert that is a powerful reminder of the 
strength, resilience, and unwavering spirit of cancer survivors, patients, and their loved ones.

Presenting Sponsor

Venue Underwriting by

Media sponsors

TCH AIKOVSKY SPECTAC UL A R: CONC ERT OF HOPE SPEND YOUR SUM MER WITH US
6   |   S U M M E R F E S T  -  S E P T E M B E R  6  2 0 2 5

https://www.cityofhope.org/orange-county
https://cityofirvine.org/
https://www.pbssocal.org/
https://www.audacy.com/kearth101
https://laist.com/


BUILT 
FOR 

BEATING 
CANCER

© 2025 City of Hope888.333.HOPE (4673) | CityofHope.org/ThisisHope

Our state-of-the-art hospital will bring more cancer-focused expertise, 

more leading-edge clinical trials, and more research and treatments  

that save lives. More hope, delivered by nationally ranked cancer care.

Orange County’s only cancer specialty hospital Opening Late 2025

https://www.cityofhope.org/orange-county/this-is-hope


Natasha Paremski,  piano 
With her consistently striking and dynamic performances, 
pianist Natasha Paremski reveals astounding virtuosity and 
profound interpretations. She continues to generate excitement 
from all corners as she wins over audiences with her musical 
sensibility and a powerful, flawless technique.

Paremski is a regular return guest of major orchestras, 
including Minnesota Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, 
Grant Park Festival, Winnipeg Symphony, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony, Oregon Symphony, Elgin Symphony, Colorado 
Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, Virginia Symphony, and 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, with whom she has performed 
and toured frequently since 2008 at venues such as Royal 
Albert Hall, Royal Festival Hall, and Cadogan Hall. She has 
also appeared with Dallas Symphony Orchestra, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, San Diego Symphony, Toronto Symphony, 
Baltimore Symphony, Houston Symphony, NAC Orchestra in 
Ottawa, and Nashville Symphony. In Europe, she has performed 
with Bournemouth Symphony, Vienna’s Tonkünstler Orchester, 
Royal Scottish National Orchestra, Orchestre de Bretagne, 
Orchestre de Nancy, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Tonhalle 
Orchester Zurich, and Moscow Philharmonic, under conductors 
including Thomas Dausgaard, Peter Oundjian, Andres Orozco-
Estrada, Jeffrey Kahane, James Gaffigan, JoAnn Falletta, 
Fabien Gabel, Rossen Milanov, and Andrew Litton. She has 
toured with Gidon Kremer and Kremerata Baltica in Latvia, 
Benelux, the U.K., and Austria, and appeared with the National 
Taiwan Symphony Orchestra.

Paremski has given recitals at the Auditorium du Louvre in 
Paris, Wigmore Hall, Schloss Elmau, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
Festival, Verbier Festival, San Francisco Performances, Seattle’s 
Meany Hall, Kansas City’s Harriman Jewell Series, Santa Fe’s 
Lensic Theater, Ludwigshafen BASF Series, Teatro Colón in 
Buenos Aires, Tokyo’s Musashino Performing Arts Center, and on 
the Rising Stars Series of Gilmore and Ravinia Festivals.

A passionate chamber musician, Paremski is a regular recital 
partner of GRAMMY®-winning cellist Zuill Bailey, with whom 
she has recorded a number of CDs. Their Britten album on 
Telarc debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard Classical Chart and 
remained there for weeks, in addition to being featured on The 
New York Times Playlist. She has appeared at chamber festivals 
including Jeffrey Kahane’s Green Music Center ChamberFest, 
Lockenhaus, Toronto, Sitka Summer Music, and Cape Cod 
Chamber Music.

Paremski was awarded the Gilmore Young Artist Prize in 2006 at 
18, the Prix Montblanc in 2007, and the Orpheum Stiftung Prize 
in Switzerland. In September 2010, she was named the Classical 
Recording Foundation’s Young Artist of the Year. Her first 
recital album, released in 2011, topped the Billboard Classical 
Charts and was re-released on the Steinway & Sons label in 2016 
featuring Islamey on Steinway’s Spirio technology. In 2012, she 

ABOUT THE ARTIST

recorded Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1 
and Rachmaninoff’s Paganini Rhapsody with 
the Royal Philharmonic and Fabien Gabel.

With a strong focus on new music, Paremski’s 
repertoire reflects artistic maturity beyond 
her years. In 2010–11, she premiered a sonata 
written for her by Gabriel Kahane, later 
included on her solo album.

She has extended her artistry beyond 
the concert hall, appearing in Benjamin 
Millepied’s Danses Concertantes at New York’s 
Joyce Theater, in a BBC two-part film on 
Tchaikovsky, and in Twin Spirits with Sting and 
Trudie Styler, exploring the lives of Robert and 
Clara Schumann.

Paremski began piano studies at age four 
in Moscow, later studying at San Francisco 
Conservatory and Mannes College of Music 
in New York, where she graduated in 2007. 
She made her professional debut at nine with 
El Camino Youth Symphony, and at fifteen 
debuted with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
recording two discs with the Moscow 
Philharmonic.

Born in Moscow, she moved to the United 
States at eight, became a U.S. citizen shortly 
thereafter, and is now based in New York 
City, where she serves as Artistic Director 
of the New York Piano Society, a non-profit 
supporting pianists whose professions lie 
outside of music.
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Francesco Lecce-Chong 
American conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong has established 
himself as a respected leader in the orchestral world through 
his acclaimed performances, innovative projects, and 
passionate advocacy for the arts. He was appointed Music 
Director of two U.S. orchestras, the Eugene Symphony and 
the Santa Rosa Symphony, before he turned 30. With those 
groups, he successfully launched several groundbreaking 
projects, commissioning over a dozen major orchestral works, 
and building innovative community partnerships. Now, in his 
seventh season leading the Santa Rosa Symphony, he has grown 
the orchestra’s reputation as one of the most exciting and 
important regional orchestras in the U.S. with performances at 
one of the renowned concert halls in the world, the Green Music 
Center. In the 2024-25 season, Lecce-Chong took on the role 
of Artistic Partner with the Eugene Symphony, a newly created 
position which allows him to further develop his artistic vision 
with the orchestra.

Lecce-Chong regularly appears with major orchestras around 
the country from the San Francisco Symphony to the New York 
Philharmonic, collaborating with top soloists such as Renée 
Fleming and Itzhak Perlman. His subscription debut with the 
San Francisco Symphony was described by The San Francisco 
Chronicle as “first rate” and pointed out the “vitality and brilliance 
of the music-making he drew from members of the San 
Francisco Symphony.” Other recent subscription debuts include 
the Seattle Symphony, Baltimore Symphony, Utah Symphony, 
North Carolina Symphony, Louisville Orchestra, Kansas 
City Symphony, Detroit Symphony, and Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra. In 2023, Lecce-Chong debuted in Europe at the 
prestigious George Enescu Festival with the Romanian National 
Radio Orchestra, which led to an immediate re-invitation and 
established a regular relationship with the orchestra.

Through his leadership, Lecce-Chong has fostered an 
unparalleled dedication to the future of the orchestral art 
form through commissions, community initiatives, and arts 
education. One of his first large-scale endeavors was the “First 
Symphony Project,” which consisted of major commissions 
from the next generation of renowned composers across 
four seasons, complete with multiple residencies in the 
communities. In less than a decade, he has brought over a dozen 
major new orchestral works into the repertoire from composers 
like Pulitzer Prize winner Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, GRAMMY® winner 
Michael Daugherty, Conrad Tao, Clarice Assad, and Gabriella 
Smith. During the pandemic, the Santa Rosa Symphony reached 

ABOUT THE CONDUCTOR

over two million households in the Bay Area 
through its “Santa Rosa Symphony Presents” 
TV broadcasts through local PBS. The 
programming included over 20 works by living 
composers and a partnership with Ellen Taaffe 
Zwilich, culminating in a recording of her 
music conducted by Lecce-Chong released in 
2022 on the Delos label, the first CD release in 
the orchestra’s history.

Lecce-Chong is equally committed to the 
opera repertoire, having first conducted 
performances of Strauss’ Ariadne auf Naxos at 
age 24 in New York City. He continued to build 
his opera credentials as staff conductor with 
the Santa Fe Opera and leading performances 
with the Florentine Opera in Milwaukee. More 
recently, he led the Eugene Symphony through 
the most ambitious project in its history: 
a semi-staged presentation of Wagner’s 
Tristan und Isolde. In Santa Rosa, Lecce-
Chong conducted and directed Mozart’s The 
Magic Flute, complete with his own original 
dialogue, in addition to partnering with a local 
arts high school to create a multi-disciplinary 
experience of the opera.
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Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Born: May 7, 1840 in Votkinsk, Russian Empire
Died: November 6, 1893 in St. Petersburg, Russian Empire

Waltz from Sleeping Beauty
Composed: 1888–1889
Premiered: January 15, 1890 at the 
Mariinsky Theatre, St. Petersburg.
Most recent Pacific Symphony 
performance: September 8, 2001, at 
the Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre with 
Dimitri Liss conducting.
Approximate duration: 5 minutes
Instrumentation: Two flutes, piccolo, two oboes, two clarinets, 
two bassoons, four horns, two trumpets, three trombones, 
tuba, timpani, percussion, harp, and strings.

When Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky was approached in 1888 
with the idea of composing a ballet based on the beloved 
fairy tale Sleeping Beauty, he was instantly captivated. That 
autumn, he began crafting what would become one of his 
most enduring scores, working in close collaboration with 
legendary choreographer Marius Petipa of the Imperial 
Ballet in St. Petersburg. Although a concert tour promoting 
his newly completed Symphony No. 5 briefly delayed 
progress, Tchaikovsky completed the entire Sleeping 
Beauty score in just 40 days—a remarkable feat. He would 
later describe it as one of his finest achievements: a 
“dancing symphony” that captures themes of fate, love, and 
transformation. The sweeping Waltz from Act I accompanies 
a grand celebration as four princes arrive to vie for the hand 
of Princess Aurora. Elegant, effervescent, and instantly 
recognizable, it remains the most iconic and widely loved 
moment in the entire ballet. Composer Igor Stravinsky later 
hailed the work as “the convincing example of Tchaikovsky’s 
great creative power”—a tribute well deserved.

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Piano Concerto No.1 in B-flat Minor
Composed: 1874-1875
Premiered: October 25, 1875, in the 
Music Hall in Boston, conducted by B.J. 
Lang with Hans von Bülow at the piano.
Most recent Pacific Symphony 
performance: October 22, 2022, in the 
Renée & Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, 
with Carl St.Clair conducting and Claire 
Huangci as soloist.
Approximate duration: 32 minutes
Instrumentation: Solo piano, 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 
bassoons, 4 French horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, timpani, 
and strings.

Trained as a pianist as well as a composer, Tchaikovsky 
was born into the great age of virtuosic concerto 
composition—the Romantic era of classical music—and 
his spectacular Concerto No. 1 for Piano and Orchestra 
is one of the staples of the genre. Concertos had been 
written for centuries, but Beethoven (b. 1770) had raised 
the stakes; by 1875, when Tchaikovsky was 35 and was 
composing his Piano Concerto No. 1, pianos and piano 
concerts had grown in size and spectacle. Composers 
followed Beethoven’s lead, relishing the chance to 
create large-scaled, serious concertos showcasing 
the soloist’s technical skills and the composer’s flair 
for musical theatricality. More than just popular hits, 
these concertos also expressed a basic principle of the 
Romantic age: the individual’s struggle against massed 
opposition, the one versus the many. But they were also 
vehicles for charismatic showmanship and elevated the 
soloist to a sort of cult-virtuoso status. Often seemingly 
unplayable, they helped make Paganini and Liszt into 
Western culture’s defining musical superstars.

Playing the seemingly unplayable made the legendary 
violinist Niccoló Paganini (1782 – 1840) a cult figure 
with rumored satanic connections that were taken 
seriously by his adoring public—how else could he play 
the impossible? Oddly, “unplayable” also turns out to be 
a fateful word in the performance history of concertos 
by the hapless Tchaikovsky, who lacked both luck and 
self-confidence. The concerto literature is rife with 
works that are now popular, their greatness undisputed, 
that were condemned by critics and soloists back in 
the day; most often, they were described as having 
been written “against the instrument” or as technically 
unplayable. Were soloists hedging their bets? It’s hard to 
know; playing the unplayable was, after all, their calling 
card. Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1 and the Violin 
Concerto in D both suffered this characterization, and 
both are now among the most beloved concertos in the 
standard repertory.

When it came to the violin, Tchaikovsky was on less-
than-familiar ground, and he proceeded with nervous 
caution after being inspired by Edouard Lalo’s exuberant 
five-movement concerto. (Tchaikovsky’s work with 
violinists in crafting the score didn’t help ease its way 
into the world.) But Tchaikovsky was a respected pianist, 
and though he lacked the encyclopedic technique of 
Russia’s foremost soloists, he could be confident of 
his knowledge of the instrument. For it he created 
a concerto in which towering grandeur and poetic 
utterance are abundant and unmistakable—earmarks 
of a hit concerto. The melodies are gorgeously lyrical 
and are well suited to the instrument’s expressive 
capabilities. So why did Tchaikovsky’s friend and 
possibly the intended dedicatee for the score, the great 
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pianist Nikolai Rubinstein, diss it as artistically crude 
and, yes, unplayable? Musicologists are still speculating 
about the reasons, though after its quick success 
with the public, critics, and other pianists, Rubinstein 
changed his mind and praised it effusively.

We can hear a characteristically Romantic spirit of 
heroic rebellion in this concerto. It bursts upon us with 
an opening that is explosive and iconic: a moment of 
brassy orchestral fanfare introducing thunderous piano 
chords grouped in threes. They are played in unison with 
both hands as they move in bold, multi-octave leaps up 
the keyboard. 

We all have this stunningly dramatic, oft-quoted opening 
in our heads. But listen anew and notice Tchaikovsky’s 
remarkable musical calculation here: The piano soloist 
grabs the primary role, even entering alone. But once 
the orchestra enters, it has the melody. Those chords, 
so full of life and confidence, actually accompany 
the orchestra’s statement. They can be heard as a 
heroic response to the melodic lifeline. Once it has 
been introduced, the piano takes up the melody in a 
manner that is vigorous but more moderated and less 
tumultuous, setting up a pattern of alternating grandeur 
and lyricism that prevails throughout this concerto.

As 21st-century listeners, we are the beneficiaries of this 
concerto’s unusual performance history and the landmark 

interpretation of the great American pianist Van Cliburn 
(1934 – 2013). When Cliburn won the first International 
Tchaikovsky Piano Competition in Moscow in 1958 (as a 
tall, rangy, young-looking 23-year-old), the Cold War was 
at its height; Sputnik had been launched the previous 
year, and the space race and nuclear arms race were at 
full tilt. His victory came with this concerto, and it had 
an impact we can scarcely imagine now. He received a 
tickertape parade down Broadway and instantly became 
an American hero. But the response was even more 
dramatic in Moscow, where weeping listeners rushed the 
stage and mobbed him. Why?

In a sense, the answer goes back to the concerto’s 
duality—the alternation of heroic and poetic sound that 
Tchaikovsky deftly gives us, mixing powerful chords 
and parallel octaves with rippling passages of rapid 
fingerwork that require flawless legato. Yes, superbly 
trained Soviet-era pianists combined accuracy and 
power. But where was the passionate individuality of 
their predecessors? Under the Soviet system, such 
highly personalized expressiveness was shunned. But 
in Cliburn’s performance, the judges heard this kind of 
interpretive artistry combined with superb technique, 
and the conclusion was undeniable; listeners heard a 
cherished part of their national patrimony being 
restored to them by the unlikeliest of artists.
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Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Francesca Da Rimini,Op.32, Th 46
Composed: 1876
Premiered: 1877 in Moscow by the 
Russian Musical Society conducted by 
Nikolai Rubinstein.
Most recent Pacific Symphony 
performance: November 16, 2024, in the 
Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert 
Hall with Valentina Peleggi conducting.
Approximate duration: 22 minutes
Instrumentation: Three flutes including piccolo, three oboes 
including English horn, two clarinets, two bassoons, four 
horns, four trumpets, three trombones, one tuba, timpani, 
percussion, harp, and strings.

Looking to the events of composers’ lives to find 
insight into their compositions can be misleading, and 
musicologists often warn us against it. But Tchaikovsky 
is a notable exception. Historians have connected 
the expressiveness of his romantic narratives with 
his own deeply held, thwarted passions. In the tone 
poem Francesca da Rimini we almost certainly hear the 
turbulence of Tchaikovsky’s own romantic feelings—
feelings that he could only express in music.

Composers, painters, and writers have drawn inspiration 
from the story of Francesca and her lover Paolo since 
medieval times, when these lovers were trapped in a 
real-life melodrama. But the literary treatment goes 
back even further: to Ovid’s mythic tale of the love affair 
between Mars and Venus, whose husband, Vulcan, found 
vengeance by forging an invisible net, locking them in 
an inescapable embrace. The historical Francesca, a 
13th-Century Italian noblewoman, was also trapped…
in a politically expedient, loveless marriage. Her affair 
with the dashing Paolo prompted her husband, Giovanni 
Malatesta—known as “Giovanni the Lame”—to kill her. 
In the Inferno, Dante depicts the eternal punishment of 
the adulterous lovers as they are tossed by the swirling 
winds of a storm without end. Theirs is an eternity of 
remembered passion and unrequited yearning as they 
pass in midair, never reunited or touching ground.

Dante’s masterpiece is one of several inspirations we 
hear in Tchaikovsky’s intense, tempestuous Francesca. 
In a letter dated July of 1876, Tchaikovsky noted that 
"This morning, when I was in the train, I read [the Fifth 
Canto of Dante’s Inferno] and was seized with a burning 

desire to write a symphonic poem on Francesca." He 
also knew Liszt’s “Dante” symphony on the same subject, 
and wrote about how the four revolutionary operas of 
Wagner’s Ring cycle affected his composition despite 
his antipathy to most of the German composer’s musical 
ideas. In a letter he called this connection “strange,” 
but the result was music of remarkable intensity. 
An operatic setting by Zandonai came too late for 
Tchaikovsky to hear (1914), but Tchaikovsky had been 
composing operas since early in his career, and his 
way with Dante’s narrative is unmistakably operatic. In 
it, Camille Saint-Saëns noted, “the gentlest and most 
kindly of men has unleashed a fearful tempest.”

Much of what we know of Tchaikovsky’s stormy inner life 
comes from scholarship on his violin concerto, which he 
composed in 1878, shortly after completing Francesca. 
This research has helped us understand more about 
Tchaikovsky’s torment over the homosexual feelings 
he desperately repressed. To escape the pain of his 
failed marriage and the false hopes it represented, he 
sequestered himself in a country house and immersed 
himself in work on the concerto. Musicologists draw 
a straight line from his agonized, unconsummated 
marriage—which arose from a young woman’s 
declaration of love in a letter—to Tatiana’s declaration of 
love in the “letter scene” of Eugene Onegin, considered 
his greatest opera.

Are these painful experiences among the reasons 
why, in all his musical narratives on romantic themes, 
Tchaikovsky so convincingly expresses the dark side of 
love as well as its joys? Many listeners say yes. Even in 
The Nutcracker, a story of Christmas and children and 
toys, there’s a bit of menace about young Clara’s “Uncle 
Drosselmeyer.” Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet captures 
the young lovers’ romantic fervor, but it is tinged with 
tragedy from beginning to end. His Francesca da Rimini 
narrative is even darker. “But,” as Saint-Saëns noted, 
“such was the composer's talent and supreme skill 
that one takes pleasure in [Francesca’s and Paolo’s] 
damnation and torture.”
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Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
1812 Overture, Op. 49
Composed: 1880
Premiered: August 20, 1882, in Moscow, 
conducted by Ippolit Al'tani under a tent 
near the almost-finished Cathedral of 
Christ the Saviour.
Most recent Pacific Symphony 
performance: September 7, 2024 
at Great Park Live with Carl St.Clair 
conducting.
Approximate duration: 13 minutes
Instrumentation: Three flutes including piccolo, three oboes 
including English horn, two clarinets, two bassoons, four 
horns, four trumpets, three trombones, one tuba, timpani, 
percussion, and strings.

Few pieces in the orchestral repertoire have achieved 
the iconic status of Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture. 
Composed in 1880 to commemorate Russia’s defense 
against Napoleon’s Grande Armée in 1812, the overture 
is a tour de force of musical storytelling. It begins with 

a somber, hymn-like melody, representing the prayers 
of the Russian people. As the music progresses, 
Tchaikovsky weaves in Russian folk songs and martial 
themes, building to a climactic battle scene. The 
famous use of cannon fire and ringing chimes in the 
finale creates a sense of triumphant celebration, 
symbolizing Russia’s victory. Although Tchaikovsky 
himself was ambivalent about the piece, considering it 
more of a “loud and noisy” work rather than a profound 
artistic statement, the 1812 Overture has nonetheless 
become synonymous with grandeur and patriotism. Its 
popularity extends far beyond the concert hall, making 
it a frequent fixture in public celebrations and fireworks 
displays, where its bombastic energy and stirring 
melodies never fail to captivate audiences.
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Ted and Rae Segerstrom

A LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE
Since 1978, Pacific Symphony has been vital to Orange 
County's cultural scene, offering world-class performances 
and engaging educational programs. With over 75 dedicated 
musicians and more than 100 concerts annually, we strive to 
enrich lives throughout Southern California.

JOIN US IN SECURING THE FUTURE
We invite you to invest in our Endowment to sustain and grow 
these programs.

THE PHIL AND MARY LYONS CHALLENGE 
We are excited to announce the $10 Million Challenge from 
Phil and Mary Lyons, providing a dollar-for-dollar match for all 
pledges made to the endowment before June 30, 2027. This 
means your contribution will effectively double, bringing us 
closer to our $100 million endowment goal. Participate in this 
challenge to honor your love of music while ensuring a vibrant 
future for Pacific Symphony.

IMPACTFUL PROGRAMS
Your support sustains our signature concert series, including 
the Classical and Pops Series, and education initiatives like 
Class Act and Heartstrings, reaching thousands of young 
musicians and underserved communities.

Pacific Symphony 50th Anniversary Endowment Campaign: A Vision for the Future

ENDOWMENT CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions can be made through cash, securities, or 
estate planning. Our endowment currently stands at over $40 
million, with a goal of $100 million by 2035 to secure long-term 
financial stability.

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
Establish a named endowment or musician chair:

•	 $500,000: Section Musician Chair

•	 $1 million: Principal Chair for 15 years

•	 $2.5 million: Associate/Assistant Principal Chair in perpetuity

•	 $3.5 million: Principal Chair in perpetuity

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
By contributing to our endowment, you ensure that Pacific 
Symphony continues to inspire future audiences.

LET’S SHAPE THE FUTURE OF MUSIC TOGETHER
For more information on how to contribute, please contact 
Emily Rankin, Vice President for Development at
ERankin@pacificsymphony.org or (714) 876-2398.

ENDOWMENT SOCIETY
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PACIFIC SYMPHONY ENDOWMENT SOCIETY
PHILLIP N. AND MARY A. LYONS HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

Permanent gifts to provide program funds for future generations.
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ANNUAL SUPPORT

CRYSTAL SOCIETY

MARCY ARROUES MULVILLE LEGACY SOCIETY

The Crystal Society recognizes those donors who over time have made a commitment of $1 million or more.
We extend our thanks to the following donors for their extraordinary support.

The Marcy Arroues Mulville Legacy Society honors those who generously make provisions for support of Pacific Symphony in 
their wills, trusts, financial plans or other planned gifts and gifts of future support. We salute those who have made extraordinary 
commitments to assure that Pacific Symphony will continue to grow and serve the Orange County community beyond their lifetimes.
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Valerie Imhof

Karen Jackman
Raya Jaffee
Sharon Johnson
LaDonna Kienitz, Esq.
Johanna Kim 
Varla Knauss
Eve A. Kornyei
Joann Leatherby
Luciana Marabella
Dru Maurer
Elizabeth McClellan
Ann McDonald
Lynn McMaster
Darrellyn Melilli

Haydee Mollura
Dot Nelson
Charlotte Novom-Stone
Catherine Pazemenas
Patricia Podlich
Joan Price
Nola Rochelle
Cheryll Roszat
Chiyo Rowe
Dolores Schiffert
Donna Schroeder
Harriet Selna
Patti Sheiner
Marsha Simmons

Beverly Spring
Elizabeth Stahr*
Patricia Steinmann
Andria Strelow 
Ginger Sun
Linda Svehla
Stacey Von Berg
Stephanie Wang 
Jaynine Warner
Nella Webster
Gigi Werbin
Nancy Wong
Janet Zaugg
Joyce Zohar

SYMPHONY 100
Symphony 100 is a women’s group dedicated to educating its members about classical music and supporting the 
artistic programming of Pacific Symphony.

Box Circle Club Wine Sponsor

DONORS

TCH AIKOVSKY SPECTAC UL A R: CONC ERT OF HOPE SPEND YOUR SUM MER WITH US
1 8   |   S U M M E R F E S T  -  S E P T E M B E R  6  2 0 2 5

https://vinosunidos.com/


ANNUAL SUPPORT

GOVERNING MEMBERS
Governing Members are music lovers who have a passion and appreciation for Pacific Symphony and value the musical experiences the 
orchestra brings to the community by making a gift of $2,500 or more to Pacific Symphony. We gratefully acknowledge the following 
supporters whose generous annual fund contributions provide the cornerstone of support for Pacific Symphony.

ST.CLAIR SOCIETY
($250,000+)
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Howard F. Ahmanson Jr.
Suzanne and David Chonette
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Lyons
Sharon and Tom Malloy
Sandy Segerstrom Daniels 
Judy and Wes Whitmore

BERNSTEIN CIRCLE
($100,000–$249,999)
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca 
Janet Curci
Mr. and Mrs. Moti Ferder, Lugano Diamonds
Eleanor and Michael Gordon
Joyce and Rondell Hanson
Valerie and Hans Imhof
Anne MacPherson and Peter West
Patricia and William Podlich
Terry and George Schreyer
Mrs. Elizabeth Segerstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore W. Segerstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Simon
Janice and Ted Smith
Andria and Peter Strelow 
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Thompson
Ling and Charles Zhang

FOUNDERS' CIRCLE
($50,000‑$99,999)
Anonymous 
Ms. Mei-Yen H. Chang
Suzanne and David Chonette
Julie and Robert F. Davey
Mr. Bill Dolan, U.S. bank
Valerie and Barry Hon
David L. Horowitz Family
S. L. and Betty Huang
Tom Jenkins
Ms. Joann Leatherby and Dr. Greg Bates
Suki McCardle
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Merage
Carlos* and Haydee Mollura
Dot and Rick Nelson
Karin and Jeff Pearson
Rev. and Mrs. Steven L. Perry
Judith Posnikoff
Elaine Sarkaria
Ronna and Bill Shipman
Ms. Tatjana Soli and Mr. Al Spector 
Masami and Walter Stahr
Andrew and Karen Thorburn 
Ginni and Kent Valley

STRADIVARIUS CIRCLE
($35,000‑$49,999)
Mr. Patrick Chen
Carol and Eugene Choi
Ruth Ann and John Evans
Maria and Raymond Francis
Drs. Donald and Gwen Hecht
Agnes Lew
Diana Martin and Mark Tomaino 
Isidore C. & Penny W. Myers Foundation / Jay 

E. Myers
Arthur Ong and Ginger Sun 
Chiyo and Stanton Rowe
Leslie and Scott Seigel
Drs. Jean and Evan Siegel
Wilfred M. and Janet A. Roof Foundation/Jeff 

Snyder
Elizabeth Stahr*

VIRTUOSO CIRCLE
($20,000‑$34,999)
Susan Anderson
Ambassador and Mrs. George L. Argyros
Mr. John Daniels
Lynn and Douglas Freeman
Annica and James Newton Howard
Mark Chapin Johnson
Sharon and Seth Johnson
Parker S. Kennedy
Johanna and Kenneth Kim 
Shiyao Peng and Robin Liu 
Clara and Robert Lobel 
Loreen and John Loftus
Goran Matijasevic
Pat and Richard McAuley
Dr. William and Lynn McMaster
Darrellyn and David Melilli
Kenneth S. Muzzy
Mark Nielsen
Anoosheh and Alan Oskouian
Dr. Steven Matthew Sorenson
Mary-Christine Sungaila
Christopher D. Tower and
   Robert E. Celio
Honorable and Mrs. H. Warren Siegel
Mr. and Mrs. David Troob
Justin and Melissa Vaicek 
Nancy Wong and Richard Yang
Yvonne and Damien Jordan
Janet and Robert Zaugg

CHAIRMANS' CIRCLE 
($15,000-$19,999)
Sylvia Alva, Ph.D
Sally Bender
Margaret Gates
Kate Levering-Jahangiri and
   Reza Jahangiri 
Deborah H. and Jeffrey H. Margolis 
Rick Reiff and Mary Ann Brown 
Cheryll and Richard Ruszat 
Patricia A. Steinmann
Lee Anne and Bart van Aardenne 

CONDUCTORS' CIRCLE
($10,000‑$14,999)
Samuel P Adams
Sarah Anderson and Thomas Rogers
Timothy and Diane Andrews
Rebecca Cooper
Ms. Kristin S Crellin
Susan and Robert Crowson
Patrick and Mary Dirk 
Marc Carlson and Jacqueline DuPont 
Kenneth E Fait
Dawn Dow and Kenneth Ferguson 
Mr. Walter C Fidler
Bridget Ford
Marilyn and Karl Forsstrom 
Parvina and Jim Glidewell
Rona and Steve Gromet 
Song Guo
Betsy and Gary Jenkins
Denise and Patrick Johnson 
Barbara and Donald Kaul 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Langson
Mr. Richard LeBrun
Goran Matijasevic
Dru and Larry Maurer
Betty Middleton
Theresa and Abbas Mohaddes 
Lauren and Richard Packard
Suzy Krabbe and William Shanbrom 
Nancy and James Shih
CarolAnn Tassios
Edward S. Yeung

COMPOSERS' CIRCLE
($5,000‑$9,999)
Anonymous
Anne and Stan Angermeir
Dr. Fernando H. Austin
Lori and Harley Bassman 
Robert and Margaret Beck
Virginia* and Richard Boureston
Barbara and Alexander Bowie

DONORS
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Linda and Robin Boyd
Carolyn D. Brown
James and Kathryn Burra 
Marcia and John L. Cashion
Ms. Wendy Castille
Irving and Nancy Chase 
Eileen Cirillo
Drs. Timothy and Sandra Cotter
Jerome and Judith Cwiertnia 
Tony Dehbozorgi
Mrs. Sandra DiSario
Michele Moe-Forsyte and John Forsyte
Odette and Ken Freed
Mr. Alec Glasser
Jack Goffman 
Curt and Melanie Graham 
Ms. Patricia Grubman
Mr. William Grubman
Peter and Elizabeth Haaker
Helen Haig
Joe Huang and Sherry Chen
Jerry and Judy Huang 
Janice M. Johnson
Marcia and Gary Johnson
Mr. Keith A Johnson
Mr. Curtis A. and Mrs. Varla E.N. Knauss
Alois and Setsuko Krickl
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Labowe 
Susan and Milton Legome
Paul and Marilyn Liu 
Ellen Marshall 
Ann McDonald
Paula and Philip Mitchell
Peter and Jennifer Moriarty 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick J. Muth
Carla and Kenneth Neeld
Janet Marie and James Walkie Ray
Rosalinda Rea and Andrew Seretan
Caroline Renken
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Schweickert
Deedee and Don Sodaro
James Sommerville 
June and Ron Stein
Steven Tollefsrud and Sheila Maquilan 
Lucia Van Ruiten
Larry Woody 
Sheng Jiang and Jane Xu
Robert Zasa and Judy Amiano

SOLOISTS' CIRCLE
($3,500‑$4,999)
Rosalind Britton
Jim Carter
Denise Chilcote
Bill Dickinson
Mr. David Dunford
Lucy Dunn
Thomas and Ainin Edman
Sanaz K. Soltani and Rakhshan Foroutan
Graham & TJ Forsyth
Janet and John Fossum
Rosalind Britton
Jim Carter
Denise Chilcote
Bill Dickinson
Mr. David Dunford
Lucy Dunn
Thomas and Ainin Edman
Sanaz K. Soltani and
   Rakhshan Foroutan
Graham & TJ Forsyth
Janet and John Fossum
Mr. Paul Hahm
E.G. and Anna Hornbostel
Mark Ike
Sheng Jiang
Joanne and Dennis Keith
Ms. Pooneh Khazei
Jennifer Klein
Sun Young Kwak
Eric Lee
Peter Tan and Sabina Lin
Luciana Marabella
Pam and James Muzzy
Ms. Natolie Ochi
Catherine Pazemenas
Elena and Raymond F. Melissa
Herb Roth
Tyler Runge
Michael Schreter
Patti Sheiner
Chris Trela
Lisa Roetzel and Alan Terricciano
Steven Wolf and Karen Skirvini

PERFORMERS' CIRCLE
($2,500‑$3,499)
Dr. Donald and Claudia Abrahm
Manfred A. Beckers* 
Barbara Boies
Denise Chilcote
Dan and Carlota Ciauri
D. Robinson and Tammi Cluck 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Coe

Mr. Mohsen Fahmi
Shaping Wang and Lin Fang 
Steven Frates and Marilyn Tradewell
Glazier Family Trust
Pamela & Donald Gilmour
Rashmi Goel
Jonathan And Sharyn Grant 
Timothy and Amy Guth
Thomas Hemenway
Jennifer K. Ho
Kristin Jackson
Donna and John Jaecker
Maki Kaijo
Mr. Sharo Khastoo
Linda and Robert Knoth
Susan and Jeff LeBoff
Nancy Lyons
Terry McDonald
Brian and Deborah McGowan 
Charlene J. Metoyer
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Mitchell
Robert Narver
Mr. Manuchehr Neshat
Charles and M. Cathleen Niederman
Yvette Pergola
Edmund and Martha Peyton 
Emily Rankin
Mr. Richard Reisman
Bob Romney
Robert and Ann Ronus 
Adrianus Ruygrok
Donald and Irina Sabers 
Dolores L. Schiffert
Jane and Robert L Schneider
Shari Simmons
Bob and Liz Sliepka
Gregory Smith & Liz Podsakoff
Marta and Dr. William N. Sokol
Lisa and Sean Sutton
W. Richard Ulmer
Edith and Thomas Van Huss
Ms. Charlotte Varzi
Greg and Julie Walters
Chao Sun and Stephanie Wang 
Linda Overby Wedell
Dr. Cynthia West
Geofrey Wickett and Normand Lessard 
James and Jennifer Wong 
David Yeung and Oliva Wong 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Zhao
Joyce Zohar

DONORS
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Symphony Society members provide important additional support to Pacific Symphony through annual contributions between $50 and $2,499.

CONCERTMASTER’S CIRCLE
($1,000‑$2,499)
Anonymous 
Mary Ann Adams
Ms. Sharon G Adams
Ms. Amy Amirani
Ellen Breitman and Brien Amspoker
Donna Anderson
Tim and Diane Andrews 
Liz and Lee Aydelotte
Carole and Gary Bacher
Michelle and Mark Banas 
Barbara Benson
Mr. Ryan Best
Carolyn and Matthew Biller
Pamela L. Blake
Dede and Howard* Brink 
Dr. Sharon Brooks and Mr. Knox Brooks
Mrs. Patricia Bueker
Kim Cardoso
Mr. Mike Cassidy
Ray and Jill Chan 
David and Jenny Chang
Denise Chilcote 
Robert Chilcote
James Fan and Claire Chou 
Victoria and David Collins
Gordon Cowan
Mrs. Cheryl Dale
Keith Dashofy
Catherine and Dean Dauger
Ginny Davies
Delos Knight and Peggy Day 
Seyed Dinan
Cynthia and Mark Disman
Joan M. Donahue
Kathy and Jerry Dunlap
Cheryl and James Farkas
Don and Don Farmer 
Feyzi and Sheila Fatehi 
Patricia S. Felbinger
Dr. Sidney Field
Peter Foley
Ms. Patricia Ford
Steven Frates
Rosalie Lynn Friedman
Judi and Richard Glass 
Susan Glass
Gary Good and Jackie Charnley
Ildi Good
Kimberly Greenhall
Sanjiv and Geeta Grover 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Guth
Hope Henry Hansen and Erik Hansen 
Stephen Harner

Kathie Harris
Marilyn Heron 
Randy Heyler
Mark and Janet Hilbert 
Mr. Dai Hoang
Chester and Patricia Houston 
Gwyn and Bill Hoyt
Sherry Irani
Ms. Scharrell Jackson
Raya Jaffee
Donna Janes
Eileen Jeanette
Dr. Valeh Karimkhani
Fereshteh Kassiri
Elaine and Michael Kleinman
Eve Kornyei
Kevin and Doris Lee 
Kaii Lee
Sam Liu and Maggie Liang 
Sam and Shiow-Bih Liao 
Rhona Gewelber and Hali Lieb 
Kevin and Michelle Liu 
Linda P. Maggard
Mr. Fasha Mahjoor
Richard and Roberta Mathies
Elizabeth McClellan
Charlene J. Metoyer
Betty Middleton
Christine Misback
Jenny and Steven Mizusawa
Bradley Moll
Dr. Edwin S Monuki
Ms. Ferial Mosharaf
Mary Moss 
Veronica Navarretta
Tawni Nguyen 
Charles and M. Cathleen Niederman 
Allison and Charles Nightingale
Frank and Arlene O'Donnell 
Patricia Odonnell
Linda Owen
Dorothea and Peter Perrin
Sue and John Prange
Ms. Joan Price
Mark Quental
Larry and Karlena Rannals 
Lelie Resnick
Katherine and Ernest Reveal 
Mrs. Nola Rochelle
Arthur and Reisha Rosten 
Adrianus Ruygrok
Shawyon Malek-Salehi
Ms. Susan A De Santis
Donna and Ernest Schroeder
Harriet and James Selna

Arkady and Ella Serebryannik 
Debra Kornswiet-Shandling & Family
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Sheiner
Paul and Sybil Silverstein 
Bill and Marsha Simmons
Siamek Siyami
Bob and Liz Sliepka
John and Chris Smith 
Terry Hanna and Paul Specterman 
Beverly Spring
James and Susan Staub 
Richard A. Stea, M.D.
Ronald and Cathleen Stearns
Dr. Zeinab Dabbah and Dr. Daniel Temianka
Sandra and Robert Teitsworth
Ms. Donna Thiessen
James Thomas
Susan Tobiessen
John W. Ulrich
Nancy C. Untener
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Von Berg
Richard and Katherine Wagner 
Lynn and Frank Wagner
Tsong and Jenny Wang 
Jaynine and Dave Warner
Nella Webster
Susie Wegis Pendleton
Tim and Audrey Welch 
Birgatta and Dan Werbin
Angela Whyel
Harold And Linda Wolff 
Venita and Todd Wulffson
Mirei and Shinobu Yoshida
Nazgol Zandipour

PRINCIPALS' CIRCLE
($550-$999)
Mrs. Shirley Sarah Behar
Wanlyn Bejach
Heidi and Roger Blackwell
Marjorie Boelman
Daniel and Charlotta Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Carter
Jamie and Alfred Chilson
Dr. David and Lois Erikson
Ms. Claudia Erticci
Ms. Jacqueline Fox
Carolyn and John Garrett
Mr. Robert Hartman
Terry C. Heptinstall
Donald Hu and Janet Zheng Kong
Pamela Jarrett
Lucetta Kallis
Rawloo Khalap
Dr. Jason King

SYMPHONY SOCIETY
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Angela Kung
Janet L Laurin
Ms. Joan Manuel
Ajay Mishra
Eleanore Monroe
Robert Moodey
Janet Tahzib-Nozparast
Sarah Onheiber
Mr. James Palmer
Mr. John Royden Patterson
Dorcas Preston
Linda M. Pretzel-Roberts
Carol Thurk and Dwight Reilly
Shari Rezai
Barbara Roberts
Ann and Kent Rue
Arthur and Karen Sayles 
Mrs. Lorraine E Schmidt
Carol K. Schwab
Vida Shajie
Ms. Barbara Shapiro
Mr. and Mrs. John Stevens
Eric and Diane Thomas 
John and Kay Torell
Rose and Donald Tyssee
Ms. Diane Weinhold
Phil Wyatt
David Wyle
Chung-Cha Ziesel-Fitch

MUSICIANS' CIRCLE
($350-$549)
Anonymous (2)
Michael Philipps and Marjorie 

Adams 
Dan Futterman and Corinne 

Akahoshi
Ms. Barbara Alder
Mr. Christian Amendt 
Paul Anderson and Jessica Parris 
Eric Anderson
Mr. Robert Apfelzweig
Ms. Sonia Appell
Barbara Baird
Bruce Larson and Dinny Beringer 
Scottie Hazlehurst and John 

Beringer 
Wendy Blanda
Thomas R. Blanchfield
Troy Blaser
Thomas and Marilyn Bleak 
Benjamin Brand

Dale and Andrene Bresnan
Terry Bridges
Scott Brinkerhoff
Ms. Trudy Buck
Jose and Karen Cabanillas 
Mr. Rhett M Del Campo
Cayler and Diane Carter 
Gwen Del Castillo
Jeri and Thierry Colaw
John Colladay
Laila and Bill Conlin
Mr. Bruce Conway
Bart and Erin Crane 
Judy Cunningham
Dr. Ding-Jo Currie
Joan Danto
David and Carol Davis 
George and Els Delanoy 
Ms. Suzanne DeRossett
Mr. and Mrs. John Dewey
Brett Eddington
Gregory and Shawna Ellis
Vicki and John Faivre 
Ms. Doris Diane Farinacci
Mr. and Mrs. Al Fenstermacher
Craig Fineshriber
Ms. Carol Flynn
George and Susan Fouts
Dr. Alexander O Francini
Mr. Steven Frates
Mr. Cantor Chayim Frenkel
Eunice and Gilbert Fujimoto
Sandy and Thomas Gallaugher
Frederick and Patricia Gebhardt 
Bryan and Erin Giglia 
Harold and Cathy Gilbert
Dante Gumucio
Marvin Goecks
Dr. Lorellen Green
Larry Hamilton and Leah 

Hamillton 
Ms. Dorothy A Hastey
Angelica Hinojos
Dai Hoang
Yaser Homsi
Deniene Husted
Vivien Ide
Karen and James Jackman
Mr. Donald Paul Jacobs
Alex Jaimes
Rodney and Nancy Jeu 
Barbara Sue Johnson

Don and Leeda Johnson 
Linda Coss and Joe Kaplan
Arthur Kidman 
Keun mi Kim
Carol Klein 
Ms. Margaret R Klein
Mr. Dogan Koslu
KPRS Construction
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Krause
Dr. Gigi Kroll
Dennis and Phyllis Laherty
Jill and William Lambeth
Phoebe and Robert Lambeth
Robert and Karen Lechich
Brian and Laura Leecing 
Mrs. Angela H Leu
Berene and Swithin Lindbeck 
Dr. Tiffany Ana Lopez
Robert J. MacHott
Kay and John Maglica
Angela Acevedo and Mike Malouf
Amira Mansour
Dr. Greg Marganian
Ms. Kathleen Martin-Riad
Melissa Hicks & Thomas 

McCormack
Wendy McCalley 
Timothy and Carol McMahon 
Ms. Joy McNamara
Gisela Meier
Ruth Elaine Merkel
Mr. Peter Meyers
Maurice Meysenburg
John and Deborah Middlebrooks 
Alexander and Catherine Miller
Angela and Nick Miller
Radoslav and Gloria Mladineo
Robert and M'Liss Kane 
Jeanette Moon
Michael Moses
Robert Istad and David Navarro 
Dr. Bethany O'Connor
Vesselin Oreshkov
Travis Orme
Nikki Palley
Mr. Richard Parslow
Ms. Julie Patterson
Douglas Percell and Kathy Kelso 
Edward Perez
Daniel Pietenpol
Dylan and Ashley Pinto 
Charles and Kristine Proctor 

Benjamin and Belinda Pugh 
Rosalinda Rea
Casey and Naomi Reitz 
Karyn Rashoff
Kathie Ridgeway
Gabriel Rivas and Kelly Kunz Rivas 
Harriet Roop
Drs. Joanne and Robert 

Rosenberg
Deborah Rothbard
Gary Rybold
Marilyn P. Schroeder
Dianne and Terry Scott 
James and Jamiela Self 
Tom and Genene Shambo
Kip and Samantha Sheppard 
Howard Small
Mr. Jelani Solper
Ms. Stacey Ann Spohn
Ms. Vicky Staub
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Steinberg
Marina and Stefan Steinberg
Mrs. Donna L Stevens
Ms. Elizabeth Stiles
Mary and Peter Tennyson
Joe and Karen Tison
Cyrus Toosky
Mr. Ernest Torres
Maile Trumbo
Mr. Robert Tygenhof
Gail and John Ueberroth
Karen A. Ursini
Rogell Van Wyk
Gaddi and Elaine Vasquez 
Mark Vuchinich
Mr. James Webb
Mr. Richard R Whittaker
Jack and Diane Wiegand
Dr. Donald and Ann Williams
Yu Xie
Huey Yann 
Alfred and Lydia Yu
Roger and Katherine Yule 
Teresa Zhang
Christine Zhao
Mark And Michelle Zulauf

*deceased

At Pacific Symphony, each and every patron is important to us. If we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name, please accept our 
humblest apologies. Do let us know about our oversight by contacting us at (714) 755-5788.

While we cherish our donors all season long, we publish our listing only twice per season. For more information or to learn how your investment ensures 
music and dreams will remain woven into the fabric of our Orange County communities for years to come , please contact us at (714) 876-2345.
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A Tribute to Carl St.Clair

I remember the first time I saw Carl St.Clair conduct. In 
1991, he led the Chicago Symphony in Mendelssohn’s Italian 
Symphony at a national gathering of the League of American 
Orchestras in front of thousands of orchestra managers, 
peers, and volunteers. Despite the pressure of this event, Carl 
radiated confidence and passion. His intensity, grace, and 
purpose left a lasting impression. I remember thinking, “This is 
a conductor I won’t forget.”
	 Years later, when I heard Pacific Symphony was searching 
for a new administrative leader, and that Carl was its Music 
Director, my heart leapt. The idea of joining forces with such 
an inspiring artist leading one of the country’s fastest-growing 
orchestras filled me with excitement.
	 During my interview week, I visited the orchestra’s Santa Ana 
home—an old church near a Jack in the Box—and sat in on a 
rehearsal of Mahler’s Fifth Symphony. Despite the humble setting, 
the music soared. Carl was fully immersed, sculpting phrases with 
precision and drawing out powerful expression. What struck me 
most was the deep trust between Carl and the musicians. This 
wasn’t just an orchestra; it seemed to be a family. As Carl once 
said, “People weren’t hugging before I got here.”
	 Over the past two decades, Carl has taught me about music, 
vision, and leadership. He sees musicians not just as ensemble 

players but as artists with unique voices. He handpicked most 
of today’s Pacific Symphony musicians, shaping a sound defined 
by passion, expressiveness, individuality, and flexibility. The 
character of this orchestra reflects Carl’s belief in personal 
expression within collective excellence.
	 Carl also modeled what it means to be a true community-
based orchestra. He inspired us to bring music out of the 
concert hall—into schools, community centers, parks, and 
places of healing. This year marks the 30th anniversary of our 
Frieda Belinfante Class Act program, which reaches thousands 
of schoolchildren annually. Ten years later, we launched 
Heartstrings, offering free tickets and instrumental instruction 
to children from underserved communities. Carl’s vision ensured 
that thousands of young people experience live classical music 
for the first time. Pacific Symphony also sponsors four youth 
ensembles and a middle school arts immersion camp. The 
commitment to music education and community engagement 
set Pacific Symphony apart.
	 Under Carl’s leadership, Pacific Symphony has achieved 
international acclaim—from performances at Carnegie Hall 
to tours across Europe and China. Today, we are the largest-
budgeted American orchestra founded in the past 50 years and 
proudly recognized as a Group 1 orchestra by the League of 
American Orchestras. We perform in one of the crown jewels 
of the Segerstrom Center—the Renée and Henry Segerstrom 
Concert Hall—a world-class venue that likely would not have 
been built without a first-rate orchestra to call it home.
	 Through it all, Carl has modeled loyalty, humility, and 
love—especially in his devotion to his wife Susan through life’s 
challenges and joys.
	 Carl, thank you for your vision, your generosity of spirit, and 
the beauty you’ve brought to this community. Your legacy lives 
on in every note we play and every life we touch. It remains an 
honor to work with you. With admiration and love,

	 John Forsyte
	 President and CEO, Pacific Symphony

From bold first impressions to three decades of visionary leadership, Carl’s impact echoes in every 
note, every life, and every corner of our community.

Pacif ic Symp ho ny.o rg

S U M M E R F E S T-  S E P T E M B E R  6  2 0 2 5   |   2 3

https://www.pacificsymphony.org/


Sally Anderson and Tom Rogers 
Lori and Harley Bassman
Sally Bender
Virginia and Richard Boureston
Robert Chilcote
Suzanne and David Chonette
Eileen Cirillo
Susan and Robert Crowson
Devon and Jolene Dougherty
Lucy Dunn
Magdy Eletreby
Marilyn and Karl Forsstrom
Dr. Janet and John Fossum
Odette Laudie and Kenneth Freed
Margaret Gates
Rona and Stevan Gromet

Peter and Elizabeth Haaker
Gerry Hanley and Donna Chinn
Jeremy and David Hellier
Pamela Horowitz
Tom Jenkins*
Mrs. Carole Johnson
Marsha and Gary Johnson
Janice Johnson
Joanne and Dennis Keith
Robert Kleist
Joann Leatherby and Greg Bates
Susan and Jeff LeBoff
Susan and Milton Legome
Elaine Leonard
Michael Levitin
Phil and Mary Lyons

Ellen R. Marshall
Goran Matijasevic
Dru and Larry Maurer
William and Lynn McMaster
Darrellyn and David Melilli
Theresa and Abbas Mohaddes
Haydee Mollura
Kenneth S. Muzzy
Carla and Kenneth Neeld
Dot and Rick Nelson
Lauren and Richard Packard
Judith Posnikoff
Cheryll and Richard Ruszat
Ronna and Bill Shipman
Janet L. Smith
Andria and Peter Strelow

Jason Subotky and Anne Akiko 
Meyers

Lisa and Sean Sutton
CarolAnn Tassios
Albert and Shirley Teng
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Thompson
Karen and Andrew Thorburn
Frank Ticheli
Barbara Van Dine
Lucia Van Ruiten
Lori and Brahm Wenger 
Ellen Rissman Wong
Charles and Ling Zhang
Joyce Zohar

IN HONOR OF CARL ST. CLAIR

ANNUAL SUPPORTDONORS

In Honor of Addie
Amber Hales

In Honor of Anoosheh Oskouian & the Nowruz event
Michele and John Forsyte

In Honor of Janet G Barkawi
Don Farmer

In Honor of Judy Bohlen
Janet Thorson

In Honor of Joie Boyer
Charles Boyer

In honor of Robert E Celio Jr
Ann Brown

In Honor of The Chan Family
Julie Vreman

In Honor of Adam & Alan Chen
Spring Chen

In Honor of Blanca and Vitervo Fleites
Mr. Guillermo Fleites

In Honor of Kathryn Foley
Peter Foley

In Honor of Fran
Perry Mclelland

In Honor of Gerda Hemenway
Thomas Hemenway

In Honor of Maurice and Irene Janneck
Charles Janneck

In Honor of David Keulen
Janet Thorson

In Honor of Gary Klavans
Michael Schreter

In Honor of Jaynie Lee
Keun mi Kim

In Honor of Venice Lee
Maxwell Lee

In Honor of Phil and Mary Lyons
Michael and Eleanor Gordon 

In Honor of Alice Mock
Virginia Towne

In Honor of Bennett Monuki
Dr. Edwin S. Monuki

In Honor of Dave and Shannon O'Haack
Mr. Dave Haack

In Honor of Justin K. Park & Family
Sun Young Kwak

In Honor of Emily Rankin
Kim Cardoso
Stephen Siegel

In Honor of Lisa Rapp
Gerry Hanley and Donna Chinn 

In Honor of Leona Sadacca
Richard and Pat McAuley 

In Honor of Linda Tenno and Roy Sanderson
William Butler

In Honor of Tom Stabile
Keith Dashofy

In Honor of Roberta Swain
Ms. Katherine Swain

In Honor of Ivan M Turpin
Darlene Turpin 

In Honor of Lauren Vuceta
Carol Vuceta

In Honor of Kamla & Virkumar Vazirani
Dr. Vijay Vazirani

In Honor of Charles Wardinski
Steve and Lenette Wardinski 

In Honor ofJudy Whitmore
Patricia Grubman

In Honor of Gabriel & Angie Whyel
Angela Whyel

In Honor of Seawoo Yoo
Mr. Che Koog Yoo

In Honor of Joyce Zohar
Barbara Augenblick

In Honor of Joyce Zohar
Gail Pacos

In Honor of Fallen USA Soldiers in Korean War
Min Ho Choi

IN HONOR OF

TCH AIKOVSKY SPECTAC UL A R: CONC ERT OF HOPE SPEND YOUR SUM MER WITH US
2 4   |   S U M M E R F E S T  -  S E P T E M B E R  6  2 0 2 5



ANNUAL SUPPORTDONORS
In Memory of Rodney Axton
Janet L. Laurin
In Memory of Manfred Beckers
Mrs. Mila Beckers
In Memory of Marilyn Bumatay
Andrew Bumatay 
In Memory of Marvellee Cariaga
Susan Enguidanos
Felix Racelis
In Memory of Kathy KY Chung
Shiyun and Kathy Chung
In Memory of Yvonne Clemens
Chuck Clemens
In Memory of Mary S. Conway
Bruce H. Conway
Janet Petersen
In Memory of Licheng Cu
Rong Wang
In Memory of dad
James Carter
In Memory of Russell Dicey
James Medvitz
In Memory of Johanna Fang
Chun Nien King
In Memory of Fran Farrer
Judith Posnikoff 
In Memory of Raymond Francis
Leann Benvenuti
Ronna and Bill Shipman 
Michele and John Forsyte
In Memory of Frank Fowler
Judith A. Scott
In Memory of Joseph Gates
Larry Gates
In Memory of Stephen Good
Ildiko Good
In Memory of Ellie Gordon
Ginger and Tony Allen
Mitchell Alton
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca
Stephen Berger
Carol and Eugene Choi
David and Suzanne Chonette
David Collins
John and Heather Cook
Debra and Barry Drossner
Carmela and Ben Du
Margery Duncan
Thomas and Mariana Duncan
John and Ruth Ann Evans
Michele and John Forsyte
Margaret Gates
Joan Gelpey
Barbara Glabman
Gary Good and Jackie Charnley
Ron and Joyce Hanson
Maralou Harrington
Kenneth and Lydia Himes
Richard Hoffstein
Michelle and David Horowitz

Harold Horton
Barbara Sue Johnson
Mark Chapin Johnson
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul and Donald Kaul
Joanne and Dennis Keith
Teri Kennady
Roger Kirwan
Judith Krattenmaker
Sandra Levey
Phil and Mary Lyons
The Charles D. and
	 Twyla R. Martin Foundation
Suki McCardle
Tracey McKeen
David and Darrellyn Melilli
Merage Institute Fund
Jim and Pam Muzzy
Renee Nadel
Mark J. Nielsen
Nikki Palley
Rev. Steven and Susan Perry
Patricia and William Podlich
Judith Posnikoff
Emily Rankin
Cheryll and Richard Ruszat
Sari Schreiber
Terry and George Schreyer
Mark and Vicki Schrimmer
Linda Schulein
Ronna and Bill Shipman
Ron and Sandi Simon
Rosalie Slanksy
Joel and Judy Slutzky
Sheila and Ygal Sonenshine
Ralph and Sue Stern
Myra Stillman
Bill and Nancy Thompson
David and Tara Troob
Carol Trow
Judy and Wes Whitmore
In Memory of Tempe Graves
Margot Graves
In Memory of Barry Hon
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca
In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Jaecker
John Jaecker
In Memory of Krystal and Conner 

Janneck
Charles Janneck
In Memory of Tom Jenkins
Carol Boeryd
Anthea Diem
Kathryn Dougherty
Janis Ekdahl
Laura Ellis
Patricia S. Felbinger
Michele and John Forsyte
Gloria Fohrman
Janet Hepp
Renee Ho
Patricia Hosokawa
Lisa And Craig Kiefel
Clint Kopper
Garrett Lam
Judy And Dave Levinsohn
Ken and Carla Neeld

Wendy McCalley
Nikki Palley
Marian Winters
Darlene Wise
Frances Zeff
In Memory of Bob Johnson
Barbara Johnson 
In Memory of Randy Johnson
Keith A. Johnson
In Memory of Doris King
Charlotte Novom-Stone
In Memory of Lani Korth
Charles Janneck
In Memory of Kevin Medeiros
Michael Medeiros
In Memory of Marcy Arroues Mulville
Barbara Johnson
In Memory of Richard Parker
Robert and Fiona Parker 
In Memory of Rosemary Quaratino
Kimberly Jetton 
In Memory of  Lisa Rapp
Donna Chinn 
In Memory of Mary T. Sambrano
Edwin Sambrano 
In Memory of Reyochi and
	 Kiyoko Shiroma
Debra J. Draper 
In Memory of Jasmine Shodja
Kenneth Fait
Anonymous
Babak Alavynrjad
Jolanta Wagner
Maryam Sassani
Haleh Kiarash
Sheila Burke
Chris Jakwerth
Siamak Tousi
Duha Al-Ali
Mark Raymond
Nada Aridi
Mahtab Miralles
Angie Fitzpatrick
Shelley Gill
Terry Benson
Barbara Duncan
Sinae Bang
Ali Salehi
Julia Graham
Reza Karkia
Laleh Abedinzadeh
Hamied Arvand
Shahram Shadgou
Amir Shoja
Paria Tavallai
Brett Hassler
Colette Chang
In Memory of George Schreyer
Michele and John Forsyte

In Memory of Dick Schweickert
Marilyn Bentley 
Bernardo Casal
In Memory of Lona Sowell
Mr. Chris Sowell
In Memory of Elizabeth Stahr
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca
Maureen and Emil Brolick
Carlson-Solmssen Foundation
Trish Chapman
Bao and Delia Chin
Helen and San Chin
Suzanne and David Chonette
Michele and John Forsyte
Michael S. Gordon
Lucy Harrison
UC Irvine Foundation
Barbara Sue Johnson
Johanna and Dr. Kenneth Kim
William and Mary Langsdorf
Joann Leatherby and Greg Bates
Sharon McNalley
David and Darrellyn Melilli
Pam and James Muzzy
Ginger Sun and Arthur Ong
Chieko Palenberg
Patricia and William Podlich
Judith Posnikoff
Emily Rauh Pulitzer
Thekla R. Shackelford
Nancy Skinner
Marilyn Stoke
In Memory of Elizabeth and John Starr
Margaret Gates
In Memory of John Starr
James Medvitz
In Memory of Leita St.Clair LePori
Elizabeth Fordham
In Memory of Erika Stern
Lee Stern
In Memory of Nancy Stover
Paul Stover
In Memory of Ernie Treichler
Johanna Treichler
In Memory of Beverly Ulmer
W. Richard Ulmer
In Memory of John Vinke
Judy Bloomingdale-Vinke 
In Memory of Julie Walters
Michele and John Forsyte
Tammy Lee and Taylor Guiang 
Kirk and Jeannine Larsen
Mark Linnecke
In Memory of Julie and Greg Walters
Mark Linnecke
In Memory of Susan Wells
Linda and Stanley Sholik 
In Memory of Thomas W. Wilson
Nancy Wilson

IN MEMORY OF
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ANNUAL SUPPORTDONORS
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
($100,000+)
Bank of America
City of Hope Orange County 
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Fieldstead & Company
Kingston Technology
PBS SoCal
Regency Air
Zion Enterprises, LLC

FOUNDERS' CIRCLE
($50,000–$99,999)
Avenue of the Arts Hotel
Bank Irvine
Capital Group Companies
Classical California KUSC
K-EARTH
South Coast Plaza
The Westin South Coast Plaza
U.S. Bank/US Bancorp Foundation 

STRADIVARIUS CIRCLE
($30,000–$49,999)
BNY Mellon
California Closets
California Southern University
Chapman University
JETCC International, Inc.
LAist
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union
South Coast Chinese Cultural Association

VIRTUOSO CIRCLE
($20,000–$29,999)
Cunard
East West Bank
Golden State Wine Co.
Orco Block Company
Segerstrom Center for the Arts 
The UCI Foundation

CHAIRMANS' CIRCLE
($15,000–$19,999)
Express Employment Professionals
Four Seasons Maui
KPMG, LLP
Pacific Life Foundation
Piaget South Coast Plaza
Rosebay Management Group
Sunrise Seagull Productions
Van Cleef & Arpels South Coast Plaza

CONDUCTORS' CIRCLE
($10,000–$14,999)
Prezents, Inc.
Soka University of America

COMPOSERS' CIRCLE
($5,000–$9,999)
Alaska Airlines
Conrad Bora Bora Nui
Gracious Giving Foundation
Northern Trust
Pershing LLC
Sapphire Laguna
Starwood Resorts
Tahiti.com
Tsar Nicoulai Caviar
Viking Cruises

SOLOISTS' CIRCLE
($3,500–$4,999)
Anonymous
Four Seasons George V, Paris RDJH 

Enterprises LLC
Wyndham Vacation Rentals

PERFORMERS' CIRCLE
($2,500–$3,499)
Beacon Pointe Advisors, LLC
Edwards Lifesciences Foundation
Heritage Point

CONCERTMASTER’S CIRCLE
($1,000–$2,499)
A-A Enterprises
Bowers Museum
Boys & Girls Club of Central Orange Coast
Del Dotto Family Winery
Fladeboe Honda
H.J. Baker & Bro., Inc.
Jon M. Grazer, MD, MPH, Inc.
Las Vegas Sands Corporation
Lexus of Newport Beach
Mosier & Company, Inc.
Nashville Wine Auction
Newport Beach Country Club
Orange County Business Council
Orange County’s United Way
Oscar de la Renta South Coast Plaza
Southern Glazer’s Wine and Spirits
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
The Resort at Pelican Hill
Vanguard Charitable Endownment

PRINCIPALS' CIRCLE
($500–$999)
Anaheim Ducks
Herb Lamb Vineyards
Hotel Irvine
Monarch Beach Resort
Patiné Cellars
Pont Neuf
Progeny Winery
Quilceda Creek
Roger’s Realty, Inc.
Turiya Wines
St. Margaret’s Episcopal School
Trico Realty
William Cole Vineyards
Wine Cellar Club, Inc., Steven Greenburg, 

President
Wine Exchange

CORPORATIONS AND CORPORATE FOUNDATIONS
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ANNUAL SUPPORTDONORS
FOUNDATIONS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
($100,000+)
Bank of America Foundation
City of Mission Viejo
Country of Orange/Katrina Foley, Supervisor
Hanson Family Foundation
Jerry and Terri Kohl Family Foundation
State of California/Senator Dave Min
The Ahmanson Charitable Community Trust
The Hal and Jeanette Segerstrom Family Foundation
Jewish Community Foundation of Orange County
The Joe MacPherson Foundation
The Nicholas Endowment 
The Segerstrom Foundation
The Simon Foundation for Education and Housing
The Thompson Family Foundation

FOUNDERS' CIRCLE
($50,000–$99,999)
City of Irvine
The Colburn Foundation
Merage Family Foundation 
National Christian Foundation
Orange County Community Foundation
US Bancorp Foundation

STRADIVARIUS CIRCLE
($30,000–$49,999)
Anonymous Foundation
City of Orange
Isidore C. and Penny W. Myers Foundation
Loftus Family Foundation
Mark Chapin Johnson Foundation
Palm Foundation
Wilfred M. and Janet A. Roof Foundation

VIRTUOSO CIRCLE
($20,000–$29,999)
Argyros Family Foundation
Asian Pacific Community Fund 
Bialer Family Foundation
California Arts Council 
California Foundation for Stronger Communities
California State University Fullerton
Ernest and Irma Rose Foundation
The Green Foundation
Margolis Family Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
The UCI Foundation

CHAIRMANS' CIRCLE
($15,000–$19,999)
Blossom Siegel Family Foundation
Farhang Foundation
League of American Orchestras 
Pacific Life Foundation

CONDUCTORS' CIRCLE
($10,000–$14,999)
Anonymous
Fletcher Jones Foundation
The Crean Foundation
The Shanbrom Family Foundation 
Ueberroth Family Foundation

COMPOSERS' CIRCLE
($5,000–$9,999)
AYCO Charitable Foundation 
E. Nakamichi Foundation
Gerrit and Amy Cole Foundation
Jane Deming Fund
Labowe Family Foundation 
Newport Beach Arts Commission
O. L. Halsell Foundation
PIMCO Foundation
William Gillespie Foundation

SOLOISTS' CIRCLE
($3,500–$4,999)
David and Molly Pyott Foundation
St. Louis Community Foundation

PERFORMERS' CIRCLE
($2,500–$3,499)
Edwards Lifesciences Foundation 
Miracle Fund Foundation
Robinson Foundation

CONCERTMASTER’S CIRCLE
($1,000–$2,499)
D’Addario Foundation
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Wagner Foundation
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
John E. Forsyte President & CEO
Sean Sutton Executive Vice President & COO
Eileen Jeanette Senior Vice President of Artistic 
Planning & Production

Sharon Lee Executive Assistant

ARTISTIC & 
ORCHESTRA OPERATIONS 
Will Hunter

Senior Director of Production

William Pruett
Director of Multimedia Operations

Shawne Zarubica
Managing Director, 
Pacific Symphony Youth 
Ensembles

Jared Brown
Director of Orchestra Personnel

Alison Spaeth
Orchestra Librarian

Dani Reynolds
Artistic Services Manager

Carlos Correa
Artistic Programs Manager

Joshua Bishop
Stage Manager

Bethany Goldberg
Youth Ensembles Coordinator

Ryland Muñoz
Library Assistant

DEVELOPMENT
Emily Rankin

Vice President of Development

Nikki Palley
Senior Director of Major Gifts

Mandana Mahmoudi
Senior Director of Development 
& Campaign Operations

Luisa Cariaga
Director of Institutional Giving

Alice Tuntunjian
Director of Major Gifts and 
Legacy Planning

Daniel Escobar
Director of Individual Giving and 
Governing Members

Addy Lerner
Director of the Annual Fund

Robyn Curby
Director of Special Events

Amy Doan
Development Operations 
Associate & Tessitura Specialist

Mary Custodio
Development Coorindator

Cailin Zarate
Special Events Coordinator

Grace Gee
Box Circle VIP Concierge

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Ameena Maria Khawaja

Vice President of Education & 
Community Engagement

Mary Hawkes
Senior Director of Community  
Engagement

Kurt Mortensen
Director of Creative Content 
for Education & Community 
Engagement

Leighanna Sears
Director of Education

Carrie Villanueva
Education and Community  
Engagement Administrator

Eileen Regullano
Director of Arts Engagement 

Daniel Oguri
Senior Manager of Community 
Engagement

Payal Swami
Class Act Manager 

Karen Akiyoshi
Class Act Regional Manager

Evelyn Miller
Class Act Regional Manager

Lisa Cappel Brown
Class Act Regional Manager

Vivian Wu
Youth Orchestra &
Santiago Strings Manager

Rebecca Larkin
Youth Wind Ensemble & 
Concert Band Manager

Hannah Gaugush
Arts Engagement Coordinator

FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION & IT
Jesse Hiser

Associate Vice President of 
Finance

Abby Edmunds
Senior Director of Volunteer 
Services

Sandra Perez
Payroll & Benefits Administrator

Jayee Liu
Human Resources Manager

Yolanda Reyes
Accounting Specialist

Matthew Vu
Staff Accountant

Stephanie Smith
Special Projects Manager

Ludmila Passioukova
Accounts Receivable Associate

Michelle Piyapattra
Administrative & Volunteer 
Services Associate

MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS
Dana Long

Vice President of
Marketing & Communications

Lorraine Caukin
Senior Director of Sales

Susan Ruzbasan
Director of Group Sales

Bonnie Babb-Cheshul
Art Director & Senior Graphic 
Designer

Christian Ricciardi
Videographer & Digital Content 
Associate

Adam Kirchoff
Social Media & Content Creator 
Associate

PATRON SERVICES
Amber Jackson

Director of Ticketing & 
Customer Service

Erica Sharp
Manager of Ticketing Services

Michelle Dalirifar
Ticket Sales & Customer Service 
Associate

Scott Smith
Ticket Sales & Customer Service 
Associate

COUNSEL
Forward Counsel, LLP

General Counsel

Robert Kane, Stuart Kane LLP
Labor Counsel

Lawrence H Stone, Jackson 
Lewis P.C

Labor Counsel

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
17620 FITCH, STE. 100

IRVINE, CA 92614
(714) 755‑5788

STAFF
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