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Welcome to Pacific Symphony’s
45th Anniversary Season

We’re opening Pacific Symphony’s 45th anniversary season 
with one of the greatest tone poems of all times: Richard 
Strauss’s Ein Heldenleben, “A Hero’s Life.” When I think about 
it, the life of Pacific Symphony is truly heroic. The Symphony’s 
meteoric rise in just 45 short years is really unprecedented in 
the pantheon of American orchestras, and we can all be very 
proud of it. Most of the credit is not only due to the orchestra’s 
great musicians but also to your continued support. 
	 To some, a 45th anniversary might sound old, but in the life 
of symphony orchestras, we’re still like adolescents. 
In the short life of Pacific Symphony, we have grown to 
become the largest orchestra formed in America in the last 
half century! It’s due to a consistency of philosophy: We’ve 
had only two music directors and two executive directors, 
and that’s kept us on an important mission of becoming your 
orchestra. Music enhances the beautiful life we live in Orange 
County. Great music contributes to our existence, to the 
beauty and meaning of that life. And that’s been an important 
part of our mission.
	 We’ve never taken our eyes off the prize of where Pacific 
Symphony fits in the world of music. We commissioned works. We performed in Europe in 2006, we opened a 
new hall at Segerstrom Center for the Arts that same year. We had a PBS special, performed in Carnegie Hall, 
and toured China. We’ve recorded CDs and created music that is truly ours. At each turn, those endeavors 
have been lauded and applauded by the musical world at large and also by you. We always strive to be the 
beacon of artistic achievement of Orange County. 
	 As we embark on our 45th season, brimming with the exhilarating promise of Strauss’s Ein Heldenleben and 
so much more, let us not forget the incredible journey that’s brought us here. Our story is a tapestry woven 
from the unyielding commitment of our musicians, the steady vision of our leadership, and the invaluable 
support from you, our audience. Whether you’ve been with us since our first downbeat or are joining us for 
the first time, you are an essential part of our symphonic narrative—a narrative that speaks to the power of 
music to unite, inspire, and elevate the human spirit. With deep gratitude and an eagerness for the musical 
adventures that await, I invite you to partake in this celebratory season. Together, let us write the next 
chapter in Pacific Symphony’s truly heroic journey. Thank you for making us your orchestra. Here’s to making 
more beautiful music together.

Carl St.Clair
Music Director
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It is with tremendous excitement and anticipation 
that we welcome you to Pacific Symphony’s 
45th anniversary and the opening night of the 
Hal and Jeanette Segerstrom Family Foundation 
Classical Series. As we look back on our rewarding 
journey with you, our beloved audience, it is equally 
important that we continue to move forward, 
exploring new horizons. In light of this spirit of 
adventure, our theme for the 2023-24 season is aptly 
named, “A Season of Discovery.”
	 The world of classical music is vast and diverse, 
brimming with undiscovered masterworks and 
moments of serendipity. This season promises to 
offer precisely those moments. We invite you to 
discover new talents as we introduce eight dynamic  
conductors from around the world, each offering a 
captivating approach to collaborative and interpretive 
music-making. From the grandeur of Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony to the passion of Tchaikovsky’s Violin 
Concerto, from the soul-stirring melodies of Dvorák’s 
Symphony No. 9 to a fresh staging of Puccini’s 
timeless La Bohème, every performance promises a 
refreshing escape from the ordinary. 
	 For our opening weekend concerts, Carl St.Clair 
conducts an inspiring program titled “A Hero’s Life,” 
featuring a work of the same name by Richard 
Strauss. This is a work that was heroically performed 
on a memorable and critically acclaimed tour 
of Austria, Germany, and Switzerland by Pacific 
Symphony and Carl in 2006.
	 Throughout history, music has celebrated the 
hero’s journey—its trials, tribulations, and triumphs. 
This program delves deep into the essence of 
what it means to be heroic, both in the grandeur of 
symphonic sound and the intricacies of individual 
narratives. It serves as a testament to the power of 
music to uplift, inspire, and heal.
	 In keeping with our theme, we’d urge you to pause 
and watch the captivating lobby video featuring our 
own musicians. Listen as they passionately discuss 
their musical heroes—those figures who’ve left 
an indelible mark on their lives, and by extension, 
on ours as well. These narratives draw a touching 
parallel to the heroism in music that we’re exploring 
this season.

Before concluding, we wish to acknowledge the real-
life heroes of Pacific Symphony—You! You are our 
dedicated audiences, donors, and volunteers. Your 
unwavering commitment to our mission, investment 
in music education, community programming, and 
artistic achievement makes you an indispensable 
part of our legacy. We owe our existence, growth, and 
every standing ovation to you. Thank you!
	 Tonight, as we launch a historic season, we extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to the Hal and Jeanette 
Segerstrom Family for their leadership support and 
dedication to Pacific Symphony. They have recently 
renewed their support for this series for seven years 
through the end of the decade! Their generosity has 
enabled us to create a platform for extraordinary 
musical experiences, and their legacy continues to 
inspire us as we embark on this exciting journey.
	 Here’s to a season of fresh experiences, timeless 
music, and shared stories. Together, let’s embark on 
a journey of discovery, and celebrate the hero in all 
of us!

Warm regards,

Arthur Ong, Chairman
Board of Directors

John Forsyte
President & CEO

2023-24
A Season of Discovery
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Conducting Through Time:
From Beethoven to Bernstein
During the 2023-24 season I’m conducting four subscription concerts: 
opening weekend’s “A Hero’s Life” by Richard Strauss and closing 
weekend’s Beethoven’s Ninth; Brahms Symphony No. 1 in February, as 
well as our opera of the year, Puccini’s La Bohème in April. I want to talk a 
little bit about why I put those on my 34th season and the orchestra’s 45th.
	 When I was a student at the University of Texas at Austin, I was under 
the tutelage and mentorship of Dr. Walter Ducloux. I commented to him 
that one day I hoped to claim my rightful lineage from him going back to 
the great Arturo Toscanini, who Ducloux had worked closely with. He took 
me by the shoulders and pulled me very close, saying “My dear young man, 
I think I forgot to tell you that my closest friend in Vienna when I was a 
student there, played in the cello section for Johannes Brahms.” 
	 So what does that actually mean? That means when I shook hands with 
Dr. Ducloux—who shook hands with his friend in Vienna, who then shook 
hands with Johannes Brahms after a rehearsal and says, “Maestro Brahms, 
thank you for a great rehearsal”—I was only three handshakes away from a 
great master of the German Romantic tradition!
	 I realized at the very beginning of my career that I needed to discover, 
cherish, and really bring to the forefront this musical heritage. Shortly 
after finishing my training with Dr. Ducloux, I worked closely with Leonard 
Bernstein. On Aug. 19, 1990, I conducted the last concert of Bernstein’s life 
as a conductor. I remember that Bernstein had filled in for Bruno Walter, 
who was a close friend of Gustav Mahler. When I conduct Mahler, I’m 
literally only two handshakes away from that composer. 
	 I’m conducting Puccini’s La Bohème and Arturo Toscanini premiered that 
work. I am so close to all this music, even though I’m eons away in time. 
All of these great mentors that I’ve had—all important heroes for me—have 
really contributed to who I am as an artist. When I conduct the music of 
Richard Strauss, I have to remember Dr. Ducloux heard Richard Strauss 
conduct his own works in Munich.
	 As we delve into the richness of this season, it’s worth reflecting on the 
extraordinary tapestry of connections that tie us to the very origins of the 
music we love. My journey through the world of conducting has afforded 
me the incredible privilege of being only a few handshakes away from the 
titans of the 19th-century Romantic era. Through mentors like Dr. Walter 
Ducloux and Leonard Bernstein, I’ve inherited a lineage that connects me 
to the very souls who breathed life into these masterpieces. When I take 
to the podium to lead Pacific Symphony through the works of Strauss, 
Beethoven, Brahms, or Puccini, know that you’re not just hearing notes—
you’re experiencing a living tradition, a reverberating echo from the past, 
rendered vivid and immediate through our collective musicianship. 
	 In each performance, my hope is that we bridge time and space, 
connecting you not just to the music but also to the very essence of its 
creators. Thank you for being an essential part of this ongoing musical 
conversation.  

Carl St.Clair
Music Director

JOHANNES BRAHMS 

GIACOMO PUCCINI 

ARTURO TOSCANINI

LEONARD BERNSTEIN

WALTER DUCLOUX 
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Music Director Carl St.Clair
The 2023-24 season marks Music Director Carl 
St.Clair’s 34th year leading Pacific Symphony. St.Clair 
is one of the longest-tenured conductors of the major 
American orchestras. St.Clair’s lengthy history solidifies 
the strong relationship he has forged with the musicians 
and community. His continuing role also lends stability 
to the organization and continuity to his vision for the 
Symphony’s future. Few orchestras can claim such rapid 
artistic development as Pacific Symphony—the largest-
budgeted orchestra formed in the United States in the 
last 50 years, due in large part to St.Clair’s leadership. 
	 During his tenure, St.Clair has become widely 
recognized for his musically distinguished performances, 
his commitment to building outstanding educational 
programs, and his innovative approaches to programming. 
In April 2018, St.Clair led Pacific Symphony in its sold-
out Carnegie Hall debut, as the finale to the Carnegie’s 
yearlong celebration of preeminent composer Philip Glass’ 
80th birthday, ending in a standing ovation with The New 
York Times calling the Symphony “a major ensemble!” 
He led Pacific Symphony on its first tour to China in May 
2018, the orchestra’s first international tour since touring 
Europe in 2006. The orchestra made its national PBS 
debut in June 2018 on Great Performances with Peter 
Boyer’s Ellis Island: The Dream of America, conducted 
by St.Clair. Among St.Clair’s many creative endeavors 
are the highly acclaimed American Composers Festival, 
which began in 2000, and the opera initiative, “Symphonic 
Voices,” which has included concert-opera productions of 
Madama Butterfly, The Magic Flute, Aida, Turandot, Carmen, 
La Traviata, Tosca, and La Bohème in previous seasons. 
	 St.Clair’s commitment to the development and 
performance of new works by composers is evident 
in the wealth of commissions and recordings by the 
Symphony. The 2016-17 season featured commissions 
by pianist/ composer Conrad Tao and composer-in-
residence Narong Prangcharoen, a follow-up to the slate 
of recordings of works commissioned and performed 
by the Symphony in recent years. Other commissions 
include John Wineglass’ Alone Together (2021), William 
Bolcom’s Songs of Lorca and Prometheus (2015-16), 
Elliot Goldenthal’s Symphony in G-sharp Minor (2014-15), 
Richard Danielpour’s Toward a Season of Peace (2013-
14), Philip Glass’ The Passion of Ramakrishna (2012-13), 
and Michael Daugherty’s Mount Rushmore, and The 
Gospel According to Sister Aimee (2012-13). St.Clair 
has led the orchestra in other critically acclaimed 
albums including two piano concertos of Lukas Foss, 
Danielpour’s An American Requiem, and Goldenthal’s 
Fire Water Paper: A Vietnam Oratorio with cellist Yo-Yo 
Ma. Other commissioned composers include James 
Newton Howard, Zhou Long, Tobias Picker, Frank Ticheli, 
Sir James MacMillan, Chen Yi, Curt Cacioppo, Stephen 

Scott, Jim Self (Pacific 
Symphony’s Principal Tubist), 
and Christopher Theofanidis. 
	 In 2006-07, St.Clair led the 
orchestra’s historic move into 
its home at the Renée and 
Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall at Segerstrom Center for 
the Arts. The move came on the heels of the landmark 
2005-06 season that included St.Clair leading the 
Symphony on its first European tour—nine cities in three 
countries playing before capacity houses and receiving 
extraordinary responses and reviews. From 2008-10, 
St.Clair was general music director for the Komische 
Oper in Berlin. He also served as general music director 
and chief conductor of the German National Theater and 
Staatskapelle (GNTS) in Weimar, Germany, where he led 
Wagner’s Ring Cycle to critical acclaim. He was the first 
non-European to hold his position at the GNTS; the role 
also gave him the distinction of simultaneously leading 
one of the newest orchestras in America and one of the 
oldest in Europe.
	 In 2014, St.Clair became the music director of 
the National Symphony Orchestra in Costa Rica. His 
international career also has him conducting abroad 
several months a year, and he has appeared with 
orchestras throughout the world. St.Clair has led 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra (where he served 
as assistant conductor for several years), New York 
Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, and the San Francisco, Seattle, Detroit, 
Atlanta, Houston, Indianapolis, Montreal, Toronto, and 
Vancouver symphonies, among many. 
	 Carl St.Clair is a strong advocate of music education 
for all ages and is internationally recognized for his 
distinguished career as a master teacher. He has been 
essential to the creation and implementation of the 
Symphony’s education and community engagement 
programs including Pacific Symphony Youth Ensembles, 
Heartstrings, Sunday Matinees, OC Can You Play With 
Us?, arts-X-press, and Class Act. In addition to his 
professional conducting career, St.Clair has worked 
with most major music schools across the country. 
In 2018, Chapman University President Danielle 
Struppa appointed St.Clair as a Presidential Fellow, 
working closely with the students of the College of the 
Performing Arts at Chapman University. St.Clair has 
been named “Distinguished Alumni in Residence” at the 
University of Texas Butler School of Music beginning 
2019. And, for over 25 years, he has had a continuing 
relationship with the USC Thornton School of Music 
where he is artistic leader and principal conductor of the 
orchestral program.
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Pacific Symphony, led by Music Director Carl St.Clair for 
the last 34 years, has been the resident orchestra of the 
Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall since 2006. 
Currently in its 45th season, the Symphony is the largest 
orchestra formed in the U.S. in the last 50 years and is 
recognized as an outstanding ensemble making strides 
on both the national and international scene, as well as 
in its own community of Orange County. In April 2018, 
Pacific Symphony made its debut at Carnegie Hall as one 
of two orchestras invited to perform during a yearlong 
celebration of composer Philip Glass’ 80th birthday, and 
the following month the orchestra toured China. The 
orchestra made its national PBS debut in June 2018 on 
Great Performances with Peter Boyer’s Ellis Island: The 
Dream of America, conducted by St.Clair. Presenting more 
than 100 concerts and events each year and a rich array 
of education and community engagement programs, the 
Symphony reaches more than 300,000 residents—from 
school children to senior citizens. 
	 The Symphony offers repertoire ranging from the 
great orchestral masterworks to music from today’s 
most prominent composers. Just over a decade ago, the 
Symphony launched the highly successful opera initiative, 
“Symphonic Voices,” which continues in April 2024 
with Puccini’s La Bohème. It also offers an in-demand 
Pops season, enhanced by state-of-the-art video and 
sound, led by celebrated pops conductors. Each season 
also includes Café Ludwig, a chamber music series; an 
educational Family Musical Mornings series; and Sunday 
Matinees, an orchestral matinée series offering rich 
explorations of selected works led by St.Clair. 
	 Founded in 1978 as a collaboration between California 
State University, Fullerton (CSUF) and North Orange 
County community leaders led by Marcy Mulville, the 
Symphony performed its first concerts at Fullerton’s 
Plummer Auditorium as the Pacific Chamber Orchestra, 
under the baton of then-CSUF orchestra conductor Keith 
Clark. Two seasons later, the Symphony expanded its size 
and changed its name to Pacific Symphony Orchestra. 
Then, in 1981-82, the orchestra moved to Knott’s Berry 
Farm for one year. The subsequent four seasons, led by 
Clark, took place at Santa Ana High School auditorium 
where the Symphony also made its first six acclaimed 
recordings. In September 1986, the Symphony moved to 
the new Orange County Performing Arts Center, and from 
1987-2016, the orchestra additionally presented a Summer 
Festival at Irvine Meadows Amphitheatre. In 2006, the 

Symphony moved into the Renée and Henry Segerstrom 
Concert Hall, with striking architecture by Cesar Pelli and 
acoustics by Russell Johnson. In 2008, the Symphony 
inaugurated the hall’s critically acclaimed 4,322-pipe 
William J. Gillespie Concert Organ. The orchestra 
embarked on its first European tour in 2006, performing in 
nine cities in three countries. 
	 Recordings commissioned and performed by the 
Symphony include the release of William Bolcom’s Songs 
of Lorca and Prometheus (2015-16), Richard Danielpour’s 
Toward a Season of Peace, Philip Glass’ The Passion of 
Ramakrishna (2013-14), as well as Michael Daugherty’s 
Mount Rushmore and The Gospel According to Sister 
Aimee (2012-13). In 2014-15, Elliot Goldenthal released a 
recording of his Symphony in G-sharp Minor, written for 
and performed by the Symphony. The Symphony has 
also commissioned and recorded An American Requiem 
by Danielpour and Fire Water Paper: A Vietnam Oratorio 
by Goldenthal featuring Yo-Yo Ma. Other recordings have 
included collaborations with such composers as Lukas 
Foss and Toru Takemitsu. Other leading composers 
commissioned by the Symphony include Paul Chihara, 
Daniel Catán, James Newton Howard, William Kraft, Ana 
Lara, Tobias Picker, Christopher Theofanidis, Frank Ticheli, 
John Wineglass, Sir James Macmillan, and Chen Yi.
	 In both 2005 and 2010, the Symphony received the 
prestigious ASCAP Award for Adventurous Programming. 
Also in 2010, a study by the League of American 
Orchestras, Fearless Journeys, included the Symphony as 
one of the country’s five most innovative orchestras. The 
Symphony’s award-winning education and community 
engagement programs benefit from the vision of St.Clair 
and are designed to integrate the orchestra and its 
music into the community in ways that stimulate all 
ages. The Symphony’s Class Act program has been 
honored as one of nine exemplary orchestra education 
programs by the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
League of American Orchestras. The list of instrumental 
training initiatives includes Pacific Symphony Youth 
Orchestra, Pacific Symphony Youth Wind Ensemble, 
Pacific Symphony Santiago Strings, and new this season, 
Pacific Symphony Youth Concert Band. The Symphony 
also spreads the joy of music through arts-X-press, Class 
Act, Heartstrings, OC Can You Play With Us?, Santa Ana 
Strings, Strings for Generations, Symphony on the Go!, and 
Symphony in the Cities.
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Pacific Symphony
Carl St.Clair • Music Director

William J. Gillespie Music Director Chair

Enrico Lopez-Yañez • Principal Pops Conductor 
Hal and Jeanette Segerstrom Family Foundation Principal Pops Conductor Chair

Richard Kaufman • Principal Pops Conductor Laureate
Jacob Sustaita • Assistant Conductor

Mary E. Moore Family Assistant Conductor Chair

F I R ST  V IOL IN
Dennis Kim

Concertmaster;
Eleanor and Michael Gordon 
Chair

Yoomin Seo
Associate Concertmaster

Jeanne Skrocki 
Assistant Concertmaster
Arlene and Seymour Grubman 
Chair

Michael Siess 
Christine Frank
Kimiyo Takeya	
Ayako Sugaya
Ann Shiau Tenney
Joanna Lee+
Robert Schumitzky
Agnes Gottschewski
Dana Freeman
Julie Ahn
Paul Manaster

SECO ND V IOL IN
Vacant*

Elizabeth and John Stahr 
Chair

Jennise Hwang**
Yen Ping Lai
Yu-Tong Sharp
Ako Kojian
Linda Owen
Sooah Kim
MarlaJoy Weisshaar
Alice Miller-Wrate
Shelly Shi
Hanbyul Jang+

VIOL A
Meredith Crawford*

Catherine and James Emmi 
Chair

Victor de Almeida**
Carolyn Riley
John Acevedo
Adam Neeley+
Hanbyul Jang
Julia Staudhammer
Joseph Wen-Xiang Zhang
Cheryl Gates
Phillip Triggs

CELLO
Warren Hagerty*

	 Catherine and James Emmi 
Chair

Benjamin Lash**
Tianlu Xu
Robert Vos
László Mezö
Ian McKinnell
M. Andrew Honea
Jennifer Goss
Rudolph Stein
Emma Lee

BASS
Vacant*
Douglas Basye**
Christian Kollgaard
David Parmeter
Andrew Chilcote
David Black
Andrew Bumatay
Constance Deeter

FLUTE
Benjamin Smolen* 

Valerie and Hans Imhof Chair
Sharon O’Connor 
Cynthia Ellis

PI CCOLO
Cynthia Ellis

OBOE
Jessica Pearlman 

Suzanne R. Chonette Chair
Ted Sugata

E NGL I SH  HORN
Lelie Resnick

CL A RI NE T
Robert Walker* 

The Hanson Family Founda-
tion Chair

David Chang
Charlie and Ling Zhang Chair

BASS  CL A RI NE T
Joshua Ranz

BASSOON
Rose Corrigan*

Ruth Ann and John Evans Chair
Elliott Moreau 
Andrew Klein
Allen Savedoff

CONTR A BASSOON
Allen Savedoff

F RE NCH HORN
Keith Popejoy* 
Adedeji Ogunfolu 
Kaylet Torrez**

TRUMPE T
Barry Perkins*

Susie and Steve Perry Chair
Tony Ellis
David Wailes

TROMBONE
Michael Hoffman*
David Stetson

BASS  TROMBONE
Vacant

TUBA
James Self*

TI MPA NI
Todd Miller* 

PE RCUSSI ON
Robert A. Slack*

HA RP
Michelle Temple

The Sungaila Family Chair

PI A NO/CE L E STE
Vacant

D I RE CTOR  OF  
ORCHE STR A  PE R SONNE L
Craig Hahn

L I BR A RI A N
Alison Spaeth

* Principal
** Assistant Principal
+ On Leave

The musicians of Pacific 
Symphony are members of 
the American Federation of 
Musicians, Local 7.
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A HERO’S LIFE

2022-23 Hal & Jeanette Segerstrom 
Family Foundation Classical Series

Thursday, Sept. 21, 2023 @ 8 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 22, 2023 @ 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023 @ 8 p.m. 

Carl St.Clair, conductor
Eighth Blackbird
Pacific Symphony

SUNDAY MATINEE
Sunday, Sept. 24, 2023 @ 3:00 p.m.
This performance is Ein Heldenleben only.

Carl St.Clair, host/conductor 
Pacific Symphony 

Performance at the Segerstrom Center for the Arts 
Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall & Lobby

PROGRAM	
MOZART
	

VIET CUONG

–INTERMISSION–

STRAUSS

Symphony No. 32 in G Major, K. 318 
Allegro spiritoso
Andante
Tempo primo

Vital Sines 
	 Eighth Blackbird

Ein Heldenleben, TrV 190, Op. 40 

OFFICIAL 
TV STATION

OFFICIAL
HOTEL

OFFICIAL
RADIO STATION

This concert is being recorded for future broadcast
on Classical California KUSC.

EIGHTH BLACKBIRD
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Eighth Blackbird, hailed as “one of the smartest, 
most dynamic ensembles on the planet” 
(Chicago Tribune), began in 1996 as a group of six 
entrepreneurial Oberlin Conservatory students and 
continues today under the leadership of founding 
members Lisa Kaplan (executive director) and 
Matthew Duvall (artistic director).
	 Eighth Blackbird has won four GRAMMY® 
Awards for “Best Small Ensemble/Chamber Music 
Performance” over its 25-year history and has 
become “a brand-name defined by adventure, 
vibrancy, and quality” (Detroit Free Press). It has 
commissioned and premiered hundreds of works 
by established and emerging composers, including 
Steve Reich’s Pulitzer Prize-winning Double Sextet 
and works by Andy Akiho, Viet Cuong, Bryce Dessner, 
Jennifer Higdon, Amy Beth Kirsten, David Lang, Nico 
Muhly, Carlos Sanchez-Guittierez, Julia Wolfe, Xuan, 
and Pamela Z. Through performances in its Chicago 
home base and at venues across the U.S. and around 
the world, Eighth Blackbird has brought innovative 
presentations of works by living composers to tens 
of thousands of music lovers.
	 The ensemble’s extensive recording history, 
primarily with Chicago’s Cedille Records, 
encompasses more than a dozen acclaimed albums. 
Its most recent release, Singing in the Dead of Night, 
written for Eighth Blackbird by Michael Gordon and 
Pulitzer Prize winners David Lang and Julia Wolfe, 
was released on Cedille Records in 2020 and was 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

described by Cleveland Classical as “propulsive, 
chaotic, and remarkably poignant.” 2019’s When 
We Are Inhuman (7d03d/Secretly Canadian), was 
a collaboration with The National’s Bryce Dessner 
and Will Oldham (aka Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy) that 
features new arrangements by Lisa Kaplan, who 
also co-produced the album with Dessner. Other 
collaborations with some of today’s most well-
regarded artists include heralded performers such as 
Dawn Upshaw and Jeremy Denk, seminal composers 
such as Philip Glass and Nico Muhly, and genre-
fluid composers and performers Dessner, Oldham, 
Gustavo Santaolalla, Pamela Z, Arcade Fire’s Richard 
Reed Parry, Justin Vernon of Bon Iver, My Brightest 
Diamond frontwoman Shara Nova, and Iarla Ó 
Lionáird of The Gloaming.
	 In addition to its GRAMMY® Awards, Eighth 
Blackbird’s many honors include winning the 1998 
Concert Artists Guild Competition; pioneering a 
year-long residency at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art—Chicago in 2016, during which the ensemble 
served as a living installation with open rehearsals, 
performances, guest artists, and public talks; 
receiving the prestigious MacArthur Award for 
Creative and Effective Institutions and Chamber 
Music America’s inaugural Visionary Award; and being 
named Musical America’s 2017 Ensemble of the Year.
	 The name “Eighth Blackbird” derives from the 
eighth stanza of Wallace Stevens’s evocative, 
imagistic poem, Thirteen Ways of Looking at 
a Blackbird: “I know noble accents / And lucid, 
inescapable rhythms; / But I know, too, / That the 
blackbird is involved / In what I know.”
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Called “alluring” and “wildly 
inventive” by The New York 
Times, the “irresistible” 
(San Francisco Chronicle) 
music of Vietnamese-
American composer 
Viet Cuong (b. 1990) has 
been commissioned 
and performed on six 
continents by musicians 

and ensembles such as the New York Philharmonic, 
Eighth Blackbird, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, Sō 
Percussion, Alarm Will Sound, Atlanta Symphony, 
Sandbox Percussion, Albany Symphony, PRISM 
Quartet, Orchestra of St. Luke’s, and Dallas 
Winds, among many others. Cuong’s music has 
been featured in venues such as Carnegie Hall, 
Lincoln Center, the Kennedy Center, National 
Gallery of Art, and Library of Congress, and his 
works for wind ensemble have amassed several 
hundreds of performances worldwide, including 
at Midwest, WASBE, and CBDNA conferences. He 
was recently featured in The Washington Post‘s “21 
for ’21: Composers and performers who sound like 
tomorrow.”
	 In his music, Cuong enjoys exploring the 
unexpected and whimsical, and he is often drawn to 
projects where he can make peculiar combinations 
and sounds feel enchanting or oddly satisfying. 
His notable works thus include concerti for tuba 
and dueling oboes, percussion quartets utilizing 
wine glasses and sandpaper, and pieces for double 
reed sextet, cello octet, and solo snare drum. This 
eclecticism extends to the range of musical groups 
he writes for, and he has worked closely with 
ensembles ranging from middle school bands to 
GRAMMY®-winning orchestras and chamber groups. 
Passionate about bringing these different facets 
of the contemporary music community together, 
his recent works include Vital Sines, a concerto 
for Eighth Blackbird and the U.S. Navy Band, and 
Re(new)al, a concerto for percussion quartet with 
a variety of ensemble accompaniments. He is the 
California Symphony’s 2020-23 Young American 

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Composer-in-Residence, as well as Pacific 
Symphony’s current Composer-in-Residence.
	 Cuong is an Assistant Professor of Music 
Composition and Theory the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas. He holds degrees in music composition 
from Princeton University (MFA/PhD), the Curtis 
Institute of Music (Artist Diploma), and the Peabody 
Conservatory (BM/MM). His mentors include Jennifer 
Higdon, David Serkin Ludwig, Donnacha Dennehy, 
Steve Mackey, Dan Trueman, Dmitri Tymoczko, Kevin 
Puts, and Oscar Bettison. During his studies, he held 
the Daniel W. Dietrich II Composition Fellowship at 
Curtis, Naumburg and Roger Sessions Fellowships 
at Princeton, and Evergreen House Foundation 
scholarship at Peabody, where he was also awarded 
the Peabody Alumni Award (the Valedictorian honor) 
and Gustav Klemm Award.
	 A scholarship student at the Aspen, Bowdoin, and 
Lake Champlain music festivals, Cuong has been 
a fellow at the Orchestra of St. Luke’s DeGaetano 
Institute, Minnesota Orchestra Composers Institute, 
Mizzou International Composers Festival, Eighth 
Blackbird Creative Lab, Cabrillo Festival’s Young 
Composer Workshop, Cortona Sessions, and 
Copland House’s CULTIVATE workshop. Cuong has 
held artist residencies at Copland House, Yaddo, 
Ucross, the Atlantic Center for the Arts, and at 
Dumbarton Oaks, where he served as the 2020 
Early-Career Musician-in-Residence. His music 
has been awarded the Barlow Prize, Frederick 
Fennell Prize, Walter Beeler Memorial Prize, Barlow 
Endowment Commission, ASCAP Morton Gould 
Composers Award, Theodore Presser Foundation 
Award, Suzanne and Lee Ettelson Composers 
Award, Cortona Prize, New York Youth Symphony 
First Music Commission, and Boston GuitarFest 
Composition Prize.
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It would be difficult to overstate just how 
important the wind ensemble has been in my life. 
Band was where I found community and identity 
during a time in my youth when I feared that there 
was nothing out there for me. In fact, it was one of 
the only places during those teenage years where 
I felt confident in who I was. And it was ultimately 
this confidence that gave me the nerve to believe 
that I could one day make it as a composer. But my 
life in the wind ensemble world almost never was. 
I very nearly gave up my musical pursuits in a fit 
of childhood frustration at the age of 11. My father, 
though he had no musical ability himself, saw in 
it something important. Always one to look after 
my creativity, he steadied me and encouraged me 
to give it more time. It was not long before he was 
proven right, and music had become something 
vital to me.
	 I find myself thinking of that crucial moment 
more and more since my father’s passing last 
year, and how music was and remains my vital 
connection to him. In the last weeks of his life—
spent in the disorienting whir of the ICU—I often 
struggled to speak. But when I could not, I would 
play him the pieces of mine that I knew were his 
favorites, hoping that the sounds, the sine waves, 
could find their way to his consciousness. Since his 
death, I have come to understand that my love for 
music is inseparable from the love I have for him. I 
still catch myself wanting to call him and play him 
my latest efforts.

	 This one, Vital Sines, is dedicated to my father’s 
memory as the guardian of my musical life, as well 
as the many moments during my life when I found 
sanctuary in music. The creation of this particular 
piece, though challenging, was a way of finding 
solace when I needed it most. Throughout the 
piece, I employ several musical sequences and 
chaconne forms, all of which use repetition as a 
means of development. The overarching structure 
of the piece thus bears a resemblance to the visual 
depiction of the sine wave, rising and falling like 
the tracing of breaths and heartbeats. There is 
of course comfort in the familiarity of continued 
repetition. But I also followed memories back to 
my teenage years in Band, when that community 
had the extraordinary ability to not just bring me 
comfort but heal my heart. What I then realized 
was that all the other musical communities I have 
become a part of since then, Band or not, hold this 
same healing power.
	 With this concerto for Eighth Blackbird and 
the US Navy Band, I am tremendously honored 
to bring together the Wind Band and New Music 
communities, both vital to me and so many others. 
Thank you to Eighth Blackbird and the U.S. Navy 
Band for giving me an opportunity that I dreamed 
of for many years, as well as for your patience as 
I navigated this time in my life. Finally, thank you 
to my father for helping me find my way all those 
years ago. This one’s for you.

COMPOSER’S NOTE: VIET CUONG ON VITAL SINES

VIET CUONG, RIGHT, WITH MUSIC DIRECTOR CART ST.CLAIR, AT THE “RE(NEW)AL” PREMIERE LAST SEASON.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PACIFIC SYMPHONY/DOUG GIFFORD
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart      

Symphony No. 32 in G Major, K. 318
Born: January 27, 1756 in 
Salzburg, Austria
Died: December 5, 1791 in 
Vienna, Austria
Composed: 1779
Most recent Pacific Symphony 
performance: June 5, 2010
Instrumentation: Two flutes, 
two oboes, two bassoons, four 
horns, two trumpets, timpani, 
and strings

Mozart composed his Symphony No. 32 when he was 
22 years old, a mature artist composing masterpieces 
at an astonishing rate. The year was 1779, and he 
had returned from the extended trip to Paris that he 
and his father had planned to further his career; the 
results were not as they’d hoped, though the tour did 
produce his “Paris” Symphony, No. 31. His relocation 
from Salzburg to Vienna, similarly motivated, was still 
two years away.
	 If we look for possible influences on the 
development of No. 32, they can be summed up in 
two words: “opera” and “daddy.” Opera was a lifelong 
preoccupation for Mozart, and the chief obstacle 
between him and opera was his father, who opposed 
the idea of young Wolfgang writing for the stage too 
soon. When his son was only eight years old, Leopold 
wrote that Mozart “constantly has an opera running in 
his head, which he wants to perform in Salzburg with 
all sorts of young people.” At age 21 he was still telling 
his father “I have only to hear people discuss an opera, 
I have only to be in a theater, to hear tuning-up—Oh! 
I am quite beside myself right away!” The following 
year, when they left for Paris, his feelings had hardly 
subsided. “Don’t forget my wish to write operas,” 
he wrote to Leopold. By the time he composed this 
symphony, his obsession with opera was finally 
bearing fruit: His first major operatic commission, 
a chaotic rom-com called La finta giardiniera (“The 
Phony Gardener”) finally came in 1774; after that, le 
déluge. Many musicologists believe that the Symphony 
No. 32 began life as an overture for an opera. Alfred 
Einstein, an eminent 20th-century Mozart scholar, 
believed that it was certainly intended for Mozart’s 
unfinished opera Zaide, which he was also working on 
around that time.
	 But Alfred Einstein died in 1952, before the era 
of digital archiving and online research, and today 
the evidence is still not conclusive. Some critics 

PROGRAM NOTES
cite the fast-slow-fast pattern of the symphony’s 
uninterrupted movements, which fit the pattern of 
a Classical Italian overture. But that pattern is also 
customary for Classical symphonies. To your intrepid 
annotator, the most compelling arguments are the 
symphony’s irrepressible buoyancy and brevity, which 
would serve well in a curtain-raiser. It’s non-stop 
entertainment, and at a typical playing time of eight 
to ten minutes, it’s short for a Mozart symphony but 
long for an overture—suggesting that it may have 
been repurposed from one form to the other. It could 
certainly fit George Bernard Shaw’s description of 
Mozart’s overture for Le nozze di Figaro: music that 
makes us eager to hear more. After the symphony’s 
formal opening chords, which function like a theatrical 
call to order, the mood is playful and the orchestration 
abundant for its era.

Viet Cuong       

Vital Sines for Wind Ensemble and 
Orchestra World Premiere Scoring
Born: 1990
Premiered: April 9, 2022 with 
the U.S. Navy Band and Eighth 
Blackbird
Most recent Pacific Symphony 
performance: This is an 
orchestral version premiere by 
Pacific Symphony
Instrumentation: Two flutes, 
two oboes, two clarinets, two 
bassoons, four horns, three 
trumpets, three trombones, one tuba, timpani, 
percussion, and strings

Originally conceived as a concerto for the progressive 
ensemble Eighth Blackbird and the U.S. Navy Band, 
Vital Sines now receives its world premiere as scored 
for full orchestra. Composed by Pacific Symphony’s 
Composer-in-Residence Viet Cuong, the work is 
dedicated to his father. This is a richly emotional 
work that expresses homage with forceful energy and 
beauty.
	 As was the case with Wolfgang and Leopold 
Mozart, Viet Cuong matured as a musician whose 
chief influence was his father. But their respective 
relationships were mirror opporsites of each other: 
where Leopold Mozart was himself an accomplished 
composer who sought to manipulate and exploit his 
son’s development, Viet Cuong’s father was interested 
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not so much in music as in supporting his son’s 
independent creative spirit and his autonomy in life. 
On his website, Viet Cuong comments movingly on his 
father’s nurturing influence:
	 Always one to look after my creativity, [my father] 
steadied me and encouraged me to give it more time…I 
find myself thinking of that crucial moment more and 
more since my father’s passing…and how music was and 
remains my vital connection to him. In the last weeks of 
his life—spent in the disorienting whir of the ICU—I often 
struggled to speak. But when I could not, I would play 
him the pieces of mine that I knew were his favorites, 
hoping that the sounds, the sine waves, could find their 
way to his consciousness. Since his death, I have come 
to understand that my love for music is inseparable 
from the love I have for him. I still catch myself wanting 
to call him and play him my latest efforts.
	 Praised as “alluring” and “wildly inventive” by The 
New York Times and “irresistible” by the San Francisco 
Chronicle, Cuong’s music has been commissioned 
and performed on six continents by musicians and 
ensembles such as the New York Philharmonic, the 
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, and many others. It 
has been featured in venues such as Carnegie Hall, 
Lincoln Center, the Kennedy Center, National Gallery 
of Art, and Library of Congress, and his works for wind 
ensemble have amassed hundreds of performances 
worldwide, including at Midwest, WASBE, and CBDNA 
conferences. He was featured in The Washington Post‘s 
“21 for ’21: Composers and performers who sound like 
tomorrow.”

Richard Strauss       

Ein Heldenleben
Born: June 11, 1964 in Munich, 
Germany
Died: September 8, 1949 in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, West 
Germany
Composed: 1898
Premiered: March 3, 1899 
in Frankfurt, with Strauss 
conducting
Most recent Pacific Symphony 
performance: June 16, 2018
Instrumentation: Four flutes including piccolo, four 
oboes including English horn, four clarinets including 
bass clarinet and e-flat clarinet, four bassoons 
including contrabassoon, eight horns, five trumpets, 
three trombones, one tuba, timpani, percussion, two 
harps, tenor tuba, and strings

PROGRAM NOTES
Richard Strauss ended his illustrious career as a 
composer of operas and art songs, but began it as a 
pianist, conductor, and composer of orchestral music 
that demonstrated his supreme mastery of orchestral 
color and post-Wagnerian harmonics. He composed 
Ein Heldenleben—”A Hero’s Life”—when he was 34. He 
had already proven that he was not exactly shy when 
it came to revealing his own life through his music; 
the hero of this tone poem is Strauss himself. He 
composed Also Sprach Zarathustra in the same year 
(1898), making them these two the last in the series 
of tone poems and programmatic symphonies he had 
begun a decade earlier. 
	 Ein Heldenleben proceeds in six sections, the first 
of which reveals a portrait of the young composer and 
the challenges that lie ahead of him; in the second 
section, “The Hero’s Adversaries” are depicted in 
musical caricatures. Critics, of course, get the worst 
of it, in sketches reminiscent of Wagner’s musical 
lambasting of his critics. In the third section, “The 
Hero’s Helpmate,” we hear a sympathetic, layered 
portrait of Strauss’ wife, Pauline, a distinguished 
soprano whom he had directed as Isolde, and who 
receives rather harsher treatment in his operatic 
comedy of marital discord, Intermezzo. The frankly 
romantic depiction of their relationship provides an 
apt transition from the comedy of the hero’s conniving 
adversaries to the nobler challenges facing him as his 
life takes shape—”The Hero’s Battlefield” (depicting 
literal combat in graphic musical terms) and the 
retrospective section on “Works of Peace” (in which 
Strauss quotes from earlier tone poems); and finally 
his “Withdrawal from the World,” elegiac and serene, in 
which the hero looks back on a life well-lived. From a 
musical and a narrative standpoint, Ein Heldenleben is 
a work of stunning confidence (and ego strength) for a 
34-year-old composer—and as always, with Strauss, an 
occasion for stunningly virtuosic orchestral playing.

Michael Clive is a cultural reporter living in the Litchfield Hills of 
Connecticut. He is program annotator for Pacific Symphony and 
has written numerous articles for magazines and newspapers 
in the U.S. and U.K. and hundreds of program notes for 
orchestras and opera companies.  Operahound.com
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Symphony 100 is a women’s group dedicated to educating its members about classical music and supporting the artistic 
programming of Pacific Symphony.

Donna Anderson
Michelle Banas
Ms. Ellen Bell
Barbara Bowie
Dede Brink
Rosalind Britton
Carol Choi
Suzanne Chonette
Ms. Gunnel Cole
Julie F. Davey
Ginny Davies
Mrs. Rebecca Dewey
Mrs. Sandra DiSario
Kathy Dunlap
Patricia S. Felbinger

Rosalie Lynn Friedman
Eleanor Gordon
Hope Henry Hansen
Michelle Horowitz
Mrs. Gwyn Hoyt 
Valerie Imhof
Raya Jaffee
Sharon Johnson
Ladonna Kienitz
Mrs. Varla Knauss
Eve A. Kornyei
Ms. Joann Leatherby 
Ms. Kristi Levenson
Luciana Marabella
Mrs. Dru Maurer

Pat McAuley
Elizabeth McClellan
Ann McDonald
Lynn McMaster
Darrellyn Melilli
Haydee Mollura
Dot Nelson
Catherine Pazemenas
Patricia Podlich
Nola Rochelle
Chiyo Rowe
Donna Schroeder
Harriet Selna
Patti Sheiner
Ronna Shipman

Janice Smith
Beverly Spring
Elizabeth Stahr
Patricia Steinmann
Ms. Ginger Sun
Stacey Von Berg
Jaynine Warner
Nella Webster
Gigi Werbin
Nancy Wong
Janet Zaugg
Ms. Joyce Zohar

SYMPHONY 100

The Box Circle Club is a members‑only experience with exclusive seating and reception areas. Please call (714) 876‑2393 
for more information about becoming a Box Circle Club member.

Mary Ann Adams
Susan Anderson 
Dr. Fernando Austin
Hana Ayala 
Jennifer Toma Bainum
Richard Boureston 
Alexander and Barbara Bowie 
Dale and Andrene Bresnan 
Sue and Rich Bridgeford
Dede Brink 
Mary Ann Brown & Rick Reiff
Carolyn Brown
Michael & Jane Burke
David and Linda Bush
Eugene and Carol Choi 
David and Suzanne Chonette 
Daniel and Carlota Ciauri 
Rebecca Cooper
David and Victoria Collins
John Daniels 
Mark & Jeanine Davies
Suzanne DeRossett
Peter and Suzanne Desforges 
Patrick and Mary Dirk 
Jim and Jane Driscoll
Claudia Erticci
John and Ruth Ann Evans 
Jon and Peggy Feder 
Bridget L Ford
Kenneth and Odette Freed 
Douglas and Lynn Freeman 
Petrina Friede 
John and Carolyn Garrett 
Margaret Gates 
Michael and Eleanor Gordon 
Rona & Stevan Gromet

Rondell and Joyce Hanson 
Lucille Harrison 
Donald and Gwen Hecht 
Melvin and Betty Hoeffliger 
Barry and Valerie Hon 
David and Michelle Horowitz 
William and Linda Hughes 
Christopher and Shirley Hull 
Gavin and Beth Huntley-Fenner
Hans and Valerie Imhof 
Dr. Leslie Israel & Mr. John Bernstein
Michael Ishikawa and Rochelle Bowe 
Donna Janes 
Gary and Elizabeth Jenkins 
Marsha & Gary Johnson 
Patrick & Denise Johnson
Lucetta Kallis
Donald & Barbara Kaul
William and Carolyn Klein
Joann Leatherby and Greg Bates 
Robin Liu and Shiyao Peng 
Paul and Bonnie Lubock 
Nancy Lyons 
Phillip and Mary Lyons 
Linda P. Maggard
Tom and Sharon Malloy 
Richard and Roberta Mathies 
Richard and Pat McAuley 
Suki McCardle 
Terry McDonald 
David and Darrellyn Melilli
Paul & Elizabeth Merage
Ms. Liz Merage
Ellen & Howard Mirowitz
Steven and Jenny Mizusawa 
Timothy Molnar

Harvey and Leslie Moore
Leslie & Bob Mulford
Rick and Nancy Muth 
Peter and Alexandra Neptune 
Alan and Anoosheh Oskouian 
Richard and Lauren Packard 
Steven and Susan Perry 
Dorcas Preston
Stephanie Richards 
Thomas Rogers and Sarah Anderson 
Michelle Rohé 
Arthur and Reisha Rosten
Richard & Cheryll Ruszat
Leona Aronoff Sadacca 
Dr. Ron M. Schilling
Sally Segerstrom 
Theodore and Rae Segerstrom 
Scott and Leslie Seigel 
Evan and Jean Siegel 
Henry and Janet Siegel 
Elton Siu and Vincy Fung 
Theodore and Janice Smith 
Al Spector and Tatjana Soli
Elizabeth Stahr 
Walter and Masami Stahr 
Ronald and June Stein 
Larry and Lisa Stofko 
Peter & Andria Strelow
Robert Stroup
Mary-Christine Sungaila
Linda Svehla 
Ms. CarolAnn Tassios
Andrew and Karen Thorburn 
Christopher Tower and Robert Celio 
David Tsoong and Betty Tu 
Mr. W.R. Ulmer 

Kent and Ginni Valley 
Paul and Stacey Von Berg 
Frank and Lynn Wagner 
Wes and Judy Whitmore 
Mr. Steven Wolf & Ms. Karen Skirvin
Devin Wozencraft 
Jane Fujishige Yada 
Allen and Kimberly Yourman 
Charles and Ling Zhang

BOX CIRCLE CLUB

Box Circle Club sponsored by 
Cunard, official cruise line of 
Pacific Symphony.
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Governing Members are music lovers who have a passion and appreciation for Pacific Symphony and value the musical experiences the 
orchestra brings to the community by making a gift of $2,500 or more to Pacific Symphony. We gratefully acknowledge the following 
supporters whose generous annual fund contributions provide the cornerstone of support for Pacific Symphony.

ST.CLAIR SOCIETY
($200,000+)
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Howard F. Ahmanson Jr.
Sandy Segerstrom Daniels
Phil and Mary Lyons
Sharon and Tom Malloy
Rev. and Mrs. Steven L. Perry
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca
Sally E. Segerstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore W. Segerstrom
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Thompson
Charles and Ling Zhang

BERNSTEIN CIRCLE
($100,000–$199,999)
Anonymous
Ms. Mei-Yen H. Chang
Dr. Edward Kim, City of Hope
Janet Curci
Eleanor and Michael Gordon
Joyce and Rondell Hanson
Valerie and Hans Imhof
Anne MacPherson and Peter West
Patricia and William Podlich
Mrs. Elizabeth Segerstrom
Sandi and Ronald Simon
Judy and Wes Whitmore

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
($50,000‑$99,999)
Mr. Patrick Chen
Suzanne and David Chonette
Julie and Robert F. Davey
Mr. Bill Dolan, US Bank
Drs. Donald and Gwen Hecht
Valerie and Barry Hon
David L. Horowitz Family
Tom Jenkins
Jerry and Terri Kohl
Ms. Joann Leatherby and Dr. Gregory C. Bates
Mrs. Lois Madison
Ms. Liz Merage
Mr. and Mrs. Paul P. Merage
Haydee Mollura
Jean R. Moriarty
Dot and Rick Nelson
Judith Posnikoff
Leslie and Scott Seigel
Ronna and Bill Shipman
Mr. Al Spector and Ms. Tatjana Soli
Dr. Daniel Temianka and Dr. Zeinab Dabbah
Karen and Andrew Thorburn
Ginni and Kent Valley

STRADIVARIUS CIRCLE
($30,000‑$49,999)
Ms. Sarah J. Anderson and Mr. Thomas B. Rogers
Mr. Richard Bridgford
Lynn and Douglas Freeman
Isidore C. & Penny W. Myers Foundation /                 

Jay E. Myers
Mr. Reza Jahangiri and Mrs. Kate Levering-Jahangiri
Mark Chapin Johnson
Sharon and Seth Johnson
Tracy and Roger Kirwan
Agnes Lew, East West Bank
Robin Liu and Shiyao Peng
Loreen and John Loftus
William and Lynn McMaster
Kenneth S. Muzzy
Mr. Arthur Ong and Ms. Ginger Sun
Mr. and Mrs. George Schreyer
Drs. Jean and Evan Siegel
Honorable H. Warren and Janet Siegel
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Strelow
Wilfred M. and Janet A. Roof Foundation/Jeff Snyder

VIRTUOSO CIRCLE
($20,000‑$29,999)
Susan Anderson
Ambassador and Mrs. George L. Argyros
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene and Carol Choi
Mr. John Daniels
Ginny Davies
Tina and Tony Guilder
Donald Hu and Janet Zheng Kong
Damien and Yvonne Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lobel
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lubock
Suki McCardle
Annica and James Newton Howard
Chiyo and Stanton Rowe
Elaine Sarkaria
Elizabeth Stahr
Masami and Walter Stahr
Dr. Daniele Struppa and Ms. Lisa Sparks
Ms. Mary-Christine Sungaila
Mr. and Ms. Justin Vaicek
Van Cleef & Arpels
Mr. and Mrs. Fram Virjee
Richard Yang and Nancy Wong
Janet and Robert Zaugg

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE 
($15,000-19,999)
Bank Irvine
Sally Bender
Sam and Lyndie Ersan
Mr. Marcellus Fisher
Maria and Raymond Francis
Margaret Gates
Darrellyn and David Melilli

Timothy Molnar
Mark Nielsen
Christopher D. Tower and Robert E. Celio
Bart and Lee Anne Van Aardenne

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE
($10,000‑$14,999)
Dr. Fernando H. Austin
Carolyn D. Brown
Marjorie and Roger Davisson
Mr. Kenneth Ferguson Jr. and Ms. Dawn Dow
Bridget Ford
Rona and Stevan Gromet
Mrs. and Mr. Richard Hollowell
Gary and Betsy Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kaul
Mr. and Mrs. Parker S. Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Maurer
Rick and Pat McAuley
A Friend of Pacific Symphony
Anoosheh and Alan Oskouian
Lauren and Richard Packard
Ms. Karin Pearson
Mr. William Shanbrom and Ms. Suzy Krabbe
Mr. and Mrs. Long Shung Shih
CarolAnn Tassios
Mr. David Yeung and Ms. Oliva H. Wong
Edward S. Yeung

COMPOSER’S CIRCLE
($5,000‑$9,999)
Anonymous
Mr. Samuel P. Adams
Robert and Margaret Beck
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Bonney
Virginia* and Richard Boureston
Linda and Robin Boyd
Rosalind Britton
Dr. and Mr. Lori Bassman
Eileen Cirillo
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Coe
Drs. Timothy and Sandra Cotter
Susan and Robert Crowson
Bill Dickinson
Michele and John Forsyte
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Freed
The Gerrit and Amy Cole Foundation
William J. Gillespie*
Peter and Elizabeth Haaker
Janice M. Johnson
Mr. Keith A. Johnson
Mr. Sharo Khastoo
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Labowe /                           

Labowe Family Foundation
Susan and Milton Legome
Paul and Marilyn Liu
Ellen Marshall
Diana Martin and Mark Tomaino

GOVERNING MEMBERS
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Symphony Society members provide important additional support to Pacific Symphony through annual contributions between $50 and $2,499.

CONCERTMASTER’S CIRCLE
($1,000‑$2,499)
Mary Ann Adams
Alex and Rosa Agahi
Ms. Annie Alcouloumre
Ms. Amy Amirani
Ms. Heather Arias de Cordoba
Mr. and Mrs. Pasha Arshadi
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Aydelotte
Mrs. Barbara J. Benson
Mr. Ryan Best
Carolyn and Matthew Biller
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Blanchfield
Mr. and Dr. Knox Brooks
Mrs. Patricia Bueker
Ms. Karen K. Carlson
Michael Cassidy
Ms. Rosalind Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Roger C. Davisson
Ms. Mary Debar
Ms. Mae Delabarre
Mrs. Sandra K. DiSario
Ms. Joan M. Donahue
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Driscoll
Mrs. Linda P. Duke
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas T. Edman
Mrs. Joshua Elliot and Mr. Erin Coughlan
Mr. and Mrs. David Emmes II
Dr. David R. Falconer
Mr. and Mrs. Feyzi Fatehi
Peter Foley
Dr. and Mrs. Francis K. Foo

Dr. Janet and John Fossum
Mr. Steven Frates
Mr. and Ms. Michael B. Furst
Mr. and Mrs. John Gabriel
Ms. Regina Gavito
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Glass
Ms. Susan J. Glass
Ms. Ildiko Good
Mr. and Mrs. Curt Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Grant
Mr. Gregory L. Guth
Mr. Terry Hanna and Mr. Paul Specterman
Mrs. Marilyn Heron
Randy Heyler
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Houston
Ms. Stacey Hwang
Mrs. Eileen M. Jeanette
Mrs. Carrie L. Joyce
Dr. and Ms. Michael T. Kleinman
Dr. and Mrs. Peter R. Kurzhals
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Lester
Angela Leu
Dr. Xiaowu Liang
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Liao
Mr. Thomas B. Lien and Ms. Joanne Tang
Ms. Jocelyn Lin
Sam Liu and Maggie Liang
Robert J. MacHott
Mrs. Luciana Marabella
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Marquis
Ms. Ellen R. Marshall

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Mathies
Mr. and Mrs. James McBride
Mr. and Mrs. William McClellan
Mr. and Mrs. Brian P. McGowan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McLaughlin
Mr. Julian J. Mendez
Ms. Charlene Metoyer
Dr. Edwin S. Monuki
Ms. Jeanette M. Moon
Ms. Ferial Mosharaf
Mrs. Mary K. Moss
Dr. and Mrs. Steve Na
Ms. Laura H. Newman
Ms. Dorothy J. Nicholson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. O’Donnell
Ms. Dorcas Preston
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Proctor
Sue and John Prange
Mr. and Mrs. James Randall
Dr. and Ms. Sanford L. Ratner
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest I. Reveal
Mr. Timothy Ringgold
Mrs. Barbara Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Rosten
Ms. Dolores Schiffert
Orva and David Schramm
John and Karen Schweikle
Mr. and Mrs. Arkady Serebryannik
Ms. Claudette Shaw
Mr. Joel R. Sheiner
Mr. and Mrs. Farrokh Shokooh
Ms. Shari A. Simmons

SYMPHONY SOCIETY

Susan* and Goran Matijasevic
Ann McDonald
Abbas and Theresa Mohaddes 
Mr. Edwin Muradliyan
Pam and James Muzzy
Carla and Kenneth Neeld
Patricia Odonnell
Mr. Rick Reiff and Ms. Mary Ann Brown
Herb Roth
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Schweickert
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sodaro
James M. Sommerville
Johanna Treichler
Edith and Thomas Van Huss
Lucia Van Ruiten
Steven Wolf & Karen Skirvin
Woody Youth Fund
Mr. Robert Zasa and Ms. Judy Amiano

SOLOIST’S CIRCLE
($3,500‑$4,999)
Sandra Smart-Ashburn and Harry Ashburn
Barbara and Alexander Bowie
Mr. James Carter

Mr. David Dunford
David R. Falconer
Graham & TJ Forsyth
Dr. and Mrs. Michael L. Gordon
Paul Hahm
E.G. and Anna Hornbostel
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry C. Huang
Mark Paul Ike
Joanne and Dennis Keith
Mr. Curtis A. and Mrs. Varla E.N. Knauss
Mrs. Suzy Lee and Mr. Andrew Park
Mr. and Ms. Kevin Liu
Catherine Pazemenas
Caroline Renken
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Stein
Mr. Alan Terricciano and Ms. Lisa Roetzel
Ms. Charlotte Varzi

PERFORMER’S CIRCLE
($2,500‑$3,499)
Judy and James Bergman
Patricia M. Brenn, M.D.
Ms. Leslie A. Cancellieri
Cheryl Carlson

Randy and Sally Crockett
Gary Good and Jackie Charnley
Jennifer K. Ho
Ms. Sandra Irani
Kristin Jackson
Donna and John Jaecker
Dr. Janet and John Fossum
Jennifer Klein
Linda and Robert Knoth
Susan and Jeff LeBoff
Elena and Raymond F. Melissa
Christie and Robert Narver
 Edmund and Martha Peyton
Jane and Robert L Schneider
Margaret and Albert Sepe
Shari Simmons
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Sokol
Patricia and Charles Steinmann
Geofrey Wickett and Normand Lessard
Drs. James and Jennifer Wong
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Ms. Susan E. Skinner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sliepka
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Smith Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Smith
Ms. Sunny Soltani and Mr. Rocky Foroutan
Mrs. Beverly A. Spring
Craig M. and Kirsten R. Springer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Stearns
John W. Ulrich
Stacey and Paul Von Berg
Richard Homer Wagner Foundation
Mr. Gregory Walters
Widdicombe Enterprises
Mr. Steven Wolf and Mrs. Karen Skirvin
Dr. and Dr. James Wong
Mr. and Mrs. Shinobu Yoshida
Mr. Richard Zhang

PRINCIPAL’S CIRCLE
($500-$999)
Ms. Debbie Alcock
Ambry Genetics Corporation
Mr. Robert Apfelzweig
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Babic
Mr. and Mrs. Gary E. Bacher
Ms. Barbara B. Baird
Mr. Michael Bandoian
Michael and Renni Bejach
Mr. Richard H. Bigelow
Dr. Pamela L. Blake
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Blanco
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Bleak
Marjorie Boelman
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Boggs
Dr. A G. Bowden
Mr. and Ms. Brian B. Brady
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Brink
Ms. Mary Broude
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Brown
Ms. Wendy Bucknum
Mr. Marshall R. Bull
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Jose Cabanillas
Mr. Michael J. Capoccia and Ms. Kathy Lake
Mr. and Mrs. Allen R. Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Cayler L. Carter
Mrs. Minette Carter
Dr. Jo Ellen Chatham
Ms. Denise B. Chilcote
Dr. and Mrs. Shigeru M. Chino
The Chozen Family
Ms. Margaret Clarke
Mr. Ray Crandal
Mr. Alton I. Crowell and Ms. Phyllis Paxton
Ms. Toby Curry
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Davis
Dr. Adrian de la Torre
Mr. Robert Denham
Mr. Claus Dieckell
Ms. Sandra Dilores
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Dirk
Mrs. Marie Djang

Mr. David J. Duckman
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Dunham
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Eisenberg
Gregory and Shawna Ellis
Dr. and Mrs. David J. Erikson
ETC Consulting, Inc.
Mr. Michael Ewing
Mr. Louis Fanelli
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Feder
Ms. Janet S. Feldmar
Mr. and Mrs. Al Fenstermacher
Dr. Sidney Field
Mr. Craig Fineshriber
Mrs. Barbara J. Foster
Ms. Jacqueline Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Francis
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley P. Galant
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Gebhardt
Ms. Kathryn Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. H. Steven Gilbert
Marvin Goecks
Mr. and Mrs. Jack E. Goffman
Mrs. Shell W. Grossman
Mr. and Mrs. Sanjiv Grover
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Hawkins
Mrs. Jessica Hazen
Mr. Lee J. Hinson
Mr. Dai Hoang
Dr. Yaser Homsi and Dr. Dareen Alwan
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Jackman
Mr. Charles Janneck
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Jeu
Mrs. Barbara S. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Kane
Mr. Joe Kaplan and Ms. Linda Coss
Janet R Kelly
Irene Kinoshita
Mrs. Carol A. Klein
Mrs. Debra Kornswiet-Shandling and                          

Dr. Adrian Shandling
Mr. Robert Krause
Dr. Charlene Krieg
Mrs. Lee Kucera
Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. Kunde
Anthony Kuo
Rev. and Mrs. Dennis M. Laherty
Ms. Phoebe N. Lambeth
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Lancaster
James Le Pere
Mr. and Mrs. Vince Le Pore III, Esq.
Dr. Josephine T. Lee
Mrs. Nadine Leyton
Ms. Hali Lieb
Mr. Yuh Chun Lin and Mrs. Wen Ju Lee
Mr. Gregory J. Lincoln
Mrs. and Mr. Berene Lindbeck
Mrs. Kiyoe N. Macdonald
Mike Malouf
Mr. William C. Manes
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Marshall
Ms. Kathleen Martin-Riad

Mr. Marlynn L. May
Mr. Thomas F. McCormack and
	 Ms. Melissa L. Hicks
Mr. William J. McKnight
Mr. and Ms. Timothy D. McMahon
Mr. Ajay Mishra
Mr. and Ms. Philip E. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Steven F. Mizusawa
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Monroe
Dr. Michael V. Moses
	 and Dr. Katharine Gillespie
Mr. Lloyd W. Nagle
	 and Ms. Heather M. Chisholm
Mr. and Mrs. Mitsuhiko Nakano
Mr. Michael and Dr. Eugenia Nilsson
Ms. Esmeralda Ogilvie
Mrs. Sarah Onheiber
Ms. Melinda Oronoz-Chen
Mrs. Ann Owen
Ms. Nikki Palley
Mr. James A. Palmer
Mr. John R. Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Pederson
Susie Pendleton
Mr. Douglas D. Percell and Ms. Kathy K. Kelso
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Perrin
Mrs. Patricia H. Prentiss
Ms. Linda M. Pretzel-Roberts and
	 Dr. Jillian Pretzel
Mrs.  Harriett Proctor
Mark Quental
Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Rannals
Mrs. Janet M. Rasch
Ms. Carol C. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony K. Rue
Mr. Phillip M. Ruland
Mr. Harry Sauberman
Ms. Carol K. Schwab
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Seigle
James N. Self
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Selna
Tom and Genene Shambo
Hong Shan
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin C. Shirai
Mr. and Mrs. Bill R. Simmons
Mr. Morgan C. Simpson and Ms. Ann D. Bray
Lindlee E. Sims
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Solomon
Mr. Jelani Solper
Mr. Edward Spear
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Steinberg
Mr. and Mrs. Stefan Steinberg
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Stofko
Mr. and Mrs. James Su
Mr. Michael Sui and Ms. Nancy Xie
Ms. Barbara M. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Sutton
Dr. Sora P. Tanjasiri
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Teng
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Tennyson
Ms. Donna Thiessen
Mr. Cyrus Toosky
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John and Kay Torell
Mr. Daniel R. Tremblay and
	 Ms. Linda L. Kirchner
Cynthia Trostler
Ms. Marjorie O. Tussing
Robert Tygenhof and Dr. Felice Gersh
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Tyssee
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Underwood
Mr. and Ms. Willem H. van der Pol
Ms. Barbara E. Venturacci
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Wallace
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Wawro
Ms. Diane Weinhold
Mr. and Mrs. Stowell C. Werden
Mrs. Aimee Whitaker
Ms. Sarah Wied
Mrs. Jacki Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel L. Wong
Mr. Richard Wordes and
	 Ms. Amy Hitchcock
Mr. Philip L. Wyatt
Mr. and Mrs. David Wyle

MUSICIAN’S CIRCLE
($300-$499)
Anonymous
Ms. Barbara J. Alder
Mr. and Mrs. John O. Alder
Mr. Edward Alvarado
Eric Anderson
Mr. and Ms. Paul L. Arnold
Mr. and Ms. Jim E. Baker
Ms. Susan C. Baker
Mrs. Shirley S. Behar
Mr. John M. Beringer Jr. and
	 Mrs. Scottie Hazlehurst
Mrs. Jamie L. Bewernitz
Ms. Wendy Blanda
Mr. Peter Brennan
Mr. Scott N. Brinkerhoff
Mr. Ray Brown
Ms. Trudy Buck
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Burke
Ms. Connie Calumnag
Mr. Rosendo J. Castillo
Mr. and Mrs. Jean L. Cayanni
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Chamberlain
Joey Chen
Mr. and Ms. Shiyun Chung
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Cobb
Ms. Debra Collier
Mr. James D. Collier
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. Collier
Mr. Mark Conboy
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. Coop Jr.

Ms. Rebecca Cooper
Ms. Christin J. Cornell
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Craig
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Cripe
Ms. Suzanne DeRossett
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Donovan
Ms. Gloria Duquette
Mr. Brett L. Eddington
Mrs. Claudia Erticci
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Ertley
Ms. Doris D. Farinacci
Ms. Carol Flynn
Mr. Eugene G. Fontana and
	 Ms. Rhonda S. Rios
Mr. John S. Forbes
Ms. Jan Forsse
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Foster
Mr. and Ms. G. W. Fouts
Dr. Alexander O. Francini
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas K. Freeman
Professor Petrina Friede
Mr. Philip R. Friedel
Ms. Ellen K. Fujikawa
Dr. and Mrs. Gilbert T. Fujimoto
Ms. Joan G. Garner
Ms. Deidri Anne Gonzalez
Mr. and Mrs. Don Goon
Dr. and Mrs. David B. Gould
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Hamilton
Mr. Gerry Hanley and                           

Ms. Donna D. Chinn
Ms. Brenda Hardwig
Ms. Janie Hart
Ms. Dorothy A. Hastey
Mrs. Angélica Hinojos
Ms. Deniene Husted
Mr. Fredrick Ieuter
Ms. Jane Ishibashi
Dr. Leslie Israel and                               

Mr. John Bernstein
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Jacoby
Mr. Alex Jaimes
Dr. Herbert Jennings
Ms. Charlyn Johnson
The Jones Family
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Julius
Ms. Margaret R. Klein
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Klein
Mr. Dogan Koslu
Mrs. Paula B. Kruse
Ms. Carmen La Rue Carrigan
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Lahtinen
Mr. Bruce H. Larson and                        

Ms. Dinny Beringer
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Lawton

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Leblanc
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Lee
Peichien Lee
Mr. and Ms. Michael Levitin
Mr. and Ms. Bruce Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lief
Mr. Ben Ling
Mr. Michael H. Lipps II and                   

Mr. Jeremy D. Amoranto
Mrs. Nancy N. Little
Ms. Madeline Liu
Dr. Jonathan Lukoff
Dr. Greg Marganian
Dr. Robin Meader
Mr. and Mrs. William Meairs
Richard Meinhold
Mr. Ramon Melendez
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Melilli
Ms. Ruth E. Merkel
Mr. Richard J. Meyer
Mr. Jason L. Miles
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Radoslav Mladineo
Ms. Lori Morgan
Mr. Patrick Morrissey
Mr. and Mrs. Ray E. Morrow
Cameron Mummery
Mr. and Mrs. Dana K. Murton
Mr. and Ms. Monteiro Nelson
Ms. Alison Neulander
Ms. Mai Nguyen
Ms. Natalie Nichols
Mr. Charles Nightingale
Mr. and Mrs. Fanning T. Oakley
Dr. Bethany O’Connor
Ms. Huey Yann Ooi
Mr. Antonio Paredes
Mr. Sam Z. Perchik and                       

Ms. Anna F. Taksar
Mr. Edward A. Perez
Mrs. Joan S. Petty
Ms. Susan Pickle
Gael McPherson Post
Ms. Isabelle M. Prescott
Mr. James Preston
Dr. Phyllis Pringle
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Pugh
Mr. Donald Rabe
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Ramsey
Mr. Brent Ridder
Ms. Kathie Ridgeway
Mr. Gabriel G. Rivas and                            

Mrs. Kelly Kunz Rivas
Ms. Deborah M. Rothbard
Mr. Bill Rothwall and                              

Ms. Margaret A. Vincent

Ms. Martha Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Rycroft
Dr. Eleanor Weinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sanders
Mr. Martin Sapetto and                         

Mrs. Pamela Sapetto
Mrs. Marilyn P. Schroeder
Ms. Shannon Schroeder
Dianne Scott
Dr. Frances J. Segal M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Kip Sheppard
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Sholik
Mrs. Ingrid R. Shutkin
Merwyn E. Smith
Mr. Robert Spalek
Dwight Spiers and Gordon Cowan
Mr. James T. Spivey, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Staub
Ms. Vicky Staub
Mrs. Donna L. Stevens
Mrs. Pauline Y. Tang
Mr. and Mrs. Lauri Thrupp
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tison
Mrs. Elaine Tran
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Ulrich
Ms. Nancy C. Untener
Karen A. Ursini
Ms. Judith Van Houten
Rogell Van Wyk
Mr. Mark A. Wadsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Tsong R. Wang
Mr. Thomas Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Loren Wedret
Melissa R. Weiler
Mr. and Mrs. Alan White
Mrs. and Mr. Marilyn Wiederin
Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Williams
Evan Winn
Mrs. Priscilla Wolz
Garry  & Carol Wright
Melinda Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Yan
Ms. Catherine Yao-Bindewald
Michael Yepiz
Ms. Linda C. Young
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Yourman
Mr. and Mrs. Roger T. Yule
Christine Zhao
Mrs. Weiwen Zheng
Mrs. Chung-Cha Ziesel-Fitch

At Pacific Symphony, each and every patron is important to us. If we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name, please accept our 
humblest apologies. Do let us know about our oversight by contacting us at (714) 755-5788.

While we cherish our donors all season long, we publish our listing only twice per season. For a full listing of our benefactors, please visit our 
digital program pacificsymphony.org/program. For more information or to learn how your investment ensures music and dreams will remain 
woven into the fabric of our Orange County communities for years to come , please contact us at (714) 876-2345.
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Gifts in honor of John E. Forsyte
Julia and George Argyros
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca
Cynthia and Mark Disman
Ruth Ann and John Evans
Eleanor and Michael Gordon
Drs. Donald and Gwen Hecht 
David L. Horowitz Family
Ms. Joann Leatherby and Dr. Gregory C. Bates 
Diana Martin and Mark Tomaino
Judith Posnikoff 
Rabbi Arnold I Rachlis
Mrs. Elizabeth Segerstrom
Leslie and Scott Seigel
Elizabeth Stahr 
Masami and Walter Stahr
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Thompson 
Judy and Wes Whitmore 
Charles and Ling Zhang

In Honor of Aiden Chandra
Anish Chandra

In Honor of Gregory Cox and Team
Ildiko Good

In Honor of Michelle Horowitz
Lucy Sun

In honor of Jaynie Lee
Keun mi Kim

In Honor of Robert Lee Sanders
Angela Sanders

In Honor of Shirley Li
Anonymous

In Honor of Arthur Ong
Amy Chen

In Honor of Annosheh Oskouian and
Nowruz Concert
Judy and Wes Whitmore

In Honor of Jack and Mary Jane Schrader
William Mitchell

In Honor of Carl St.Clair
Sally Bender
CarolAnn Tassios
Jeremy Weiner

In honor of Roberta Swain
Ms. Katherine Swain

Gifts in memory of Samuel Anderson
Mr. Horace Benjamin and Mrs. Sheryl Soden 
Ms. Karen K. Carlson 
Peter Foley 
Mr. Tom Gerlacher and Ms. Margaret A. Cruz 
Eleanor and Michael Gordon 
Mary MacIntyre 
Patricia and William Podlich 
Jane Fujishige Yada
Patricia Odonnell

In Memory of Marilyn Bumatay
Andrew Bumatay
Douglas Carter
Ms. Joann Dickens
Michele and John Forsyte
Ms. Debra Frank 
Ms. Linda Moore
Charles and Cindy Chrispell
Mrs. Sharon Coudyser
Dr. Thomas and Carol Krenek
Donald Stack
Linda Steele

Gift in memory of 
James Monroe Clark, Jr.
Mrs. Mary E. Clark

Gifts in memory of Russell Dicey
Jim Medvitz

Gift in memory of Kathryn Foley
Mr. Peter Foley

Gift in memory of Stephen Good
Ildiko Good

Gift in memory of
Dorothy Henderson
John and Alice Wallace

Gifts in memory of
David John Keulen
Mrs. Janet Keulen Thorson

Gifts in memory of Lani Korth
Mr. Charles Janneck

Gifts in memory of
Dr. Leo “Lee” Kreter 
John Odden Household  
Gifts in memory of Antony Lin 
Mr. Yutsong Chiu 
Ms. Lora Encinas 
Mr. Joshua Harnanto 
Mrs. Barbara Sue Johnson 
Wing Yin Lam 
Chau Lee 
Ms. Hsiao Fan Lee 
Tsung Lee 
Ms. Jocelyn Lin 
Mr. Michael Loke 
Luciana Marabella 
Yvette Pergola 
Dorcas Preston 
Beverly Spring 
Elizabeth Stahr 
Angela Tong 
Mr. Stephen Wang 
Ms. Lily Xu 
William Yang 
Ms. Shirley Yeh 
Ms. Hsing-Ting Yu 

Gifts in memory of Jeanne Lindsay
Jeanne Lindsay Family

Gifts in memory of
Clara and Meir Rongil
Dorit Duzman

Gifts in memory of John R. Stahr 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Anderson 
Susan and Sam Anderson 
Randy Bassett 
Mrs. Donna Bonugli 
David and Beverly Carmichael 
Marcia and John L. Cashion 
Mr. and Mrs. William Cernius 
Bao and Delia Chin 
Helen and San Chin 
Suzanne and David Chonette 
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Clark 
Michele and John Forsyte 
Jane Fujishige Yada 
Margaret M. Gates 
Gary Good 
Mike and Ellie Gordon 
Phylis and David Hsia 
Eileen Jeanette 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Jeppe 
Mrs. Barbara Sue Johnson 
Jo Anne Johnson 
Damien and Yvonne Jordan 
Tracy and Roger Kirwan 
Bill and Evelyn Kroener 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Langsdorf 
Ms. Sharon McNalley 
Mr. and Mrs. Mitsuhiko Nakano 
Mary Lou Moore 
Marilyn and Thomas Nielsen 

Patricia and William Podlich 
Terry and Carol Reinhold 
Herbert Roth 
Leona Sadacca 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Seaver 
James N. Self 
Tekie and Don Shackelford 
Donna and Ernest Shroeder 
Mr. Michael Shyne 
Smith and Silbar LLP 
David Sklansky and Deborah Lambe 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Spitz 
Lisa and Sean Sutton 
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. R. David Threshie 
Patricia and Richard Wallace 
Mirei and Shinobu Yoshida 
Cathy Zehner 

Gifts in memory of
Steven Thomas Carpenter
Marygrace Carpenter

Gifts in memory of
Charles Wardinski
Steve and Lenette Wardinski 

Gifts in memory of Vina Williams
Sally Bender
Mrs. Margaret Gates
Mr. Richard Montgomery
Nikki Palley

Gifts in memory of Paul Zibits
Jim Medvitz

IN MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF

DONORS A N N U A L  S U P P O R T
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MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
($100,000+)
Avenue of the Arts Hotel
Bank of America
City of Hope Orange County 
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Fieldstead & Company
Kingston Technology
PBS SoCal
Regency Air
Zion Enterprises, LLC

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
($50,000–$99,999)
Bank Irvine
Capital Group Companies
Classical California KUSC
K-EARTH
South Coast Plaza
The Westin South Coast Plaza
U.S. Bank/US Bancorp Foundation 

STRADIVARIUS CIRCLE
($30,000–$49,999)
BNY Mellon
California Closets
California Southern University
Chapman University
JETCC International, Inc.
LAist
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union
South Coast Chinese Cultural Association

VIRTUOSO CIRCLE
($20,000–$29,999)
Cunard
East West Bank
Golden State Wine Co.
Orco Block Company
Segerstrom Center for the Arts 
The UCI Foundation

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
($15,000–$19,999)
Express Employment Professionals
Four Seasons Maui
KPMG, LLP
Pacific Life Foundation
Piaget South Coast Plaza
Rosebay Management Group
Sunrise Seagull Productions
Van Cleef & Arpels South Coast Plaza

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE
($10,000–$14,999)
Prezents, Inc.
Soka University of America

COMPOSER’S CIRCLE
($5,000–$9,999)
Alaska Airlines
Conrad Bora Bora Nui
Gracious Giving Foundation
Northern Trust
Pershing LLC

Sapphire Laguna
Starwood Resorts
Tahiti.com
Tsar Nicoulai Caviar
Viking Cruises

SOLOIST’S CIRCLE
($3,500–$4,999)
Anonymous
Four Seasons George V, Paris RDJH 

Enterprises LLC
Wyndham Vacation Rentals

PERFORMER’S CIRCLE
($2,500–$3,499)
Beacon Pointe Advisors, LLC
Edwards Lifesciences Foundation
Heritage Point

CONCERTMASTER’S CIRCLE
($1,000–$2,499)
A-A Enterprises
Bowers Museum
Boys & Girls Club of Central Orange Coast
Del Dotto Family Winery
Fladeboe Honda
H.J. Baker & Bro., Inc.
Jon M. Grazer, MD, MPH, Inc.
Las Vegas Sands Corporation
Lexus of Newport Beach
Mosier & Company, Inc.
Nashville Wine Auction

Newport Beach Country Club
Orange County Business Council
Orange County’s United Way
Oscar de la Renta South Coast Plaza
Southern Glazer’s Wine and Spirits
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
The Resort at Pelican Hill
Vanguard Charitable Endownment

PRINCIPAL’S CIRCLE
($500–$999)
Anaheim Ducks
Herb Lamb Vineyards
Hotel Irvine
Monarch Beach Resort
Patiné Cellars
Pont Neuf
Progeny Winery
Quilceda Creek
Roger’s Realty, Inc.
Turiya Wines
St. Margaret’s Episcopal School
Trico Realty
William Cole Vineyards
Wine Cellar Club, Inc., Steven Greenburg, 

President
Wine Exchange

CORPORATIONS AND CORPORATE FOUNDATIONS

FOUNDATIONS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
($100,000+)
Bank of America Foundation
City of Mission Viejo
Country of Orange/Katrina Foley, Supervisor
Hanson Family Foundation
Jerry and Terri Kohl Family Foundation
State of California/Senator Dave Min
The Ahmanson Charitable Community Trust
The Hal and Jeanette Segerstrom Family Foundation
Jewish Community Foundation of Orange County
The Joe MacPherson Foundation
The Nicholas Endowment 
The Segerstrom Foundation
The Simon Foundation for Education and Housing
The Thompson Family Foundation

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
($50,000–$99,999)
Argyros Family Foundation
City of Irvine
The Colburn Foundation
Merage Family Foundation 
National Christian Foundation
Orange County Community Foundation
US BAncorp Foundation

STRADIVARIUS CIRCLE
($30,000–$49,999)
Anonymous Foundation
City of Orange
Isidore C. and Penny W. Myers Foundation

Loftus Family Foundation
Mark Chapin Johnson Foundation
Palm Foundation
Wilfred M. and Janet A. Roof Foundation

VIRTUOSO CIRCLE
($20,000–$29,999)
Asian Pacific Community Fund 
Bialer Family Foundation
California Arts Council 
California Foundation for Stronger Communities
California State University Fullerton
Ernest and Irma Rose Foundation
The Green Foundation
Margolis Family Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
The UCI Foundation

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
($15,000–$19,999)
Blossom Siegel Family Foundation
Farhang Foundation
League of American Orchestras 
Pacific Life Foundation

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE
($10,000–$14,999)
Anonymous
Fletcher Jones Foundation
The Crean Foundation
The Shanbrom Family Foundation 
Ueberroth Family Foundation

COMPOSER’S CIRCLE
($5,000–$9,999)
AYCO Charitable Foundation 
E. Nakamichi Foundation
Gerrit and Amy Cole Foundation
Jane Deming Fund
Labowe Family Foundation 
Newport Beach Arts Commission
O. L. Halsell Foundation
PIMCO Foundation
William Gillespie Foundation

SOLOIST’S CIRCLE
($2,500–$3,499)
David and Molly Pyott Foundation
St. Louis Community Foundation

PERFORMER’S CIRCLE
($2,500–$3,499)
Edwards Lifesciences Foundation 
Miracle Fund Foundation
Robinson Foundation

CONCERTMASTER’S CIRCLE
($1,000–$2,499)
D’Addario Foundation
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Wagner Foundation

DONORS A N N U A L  S U P P O R T
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
John E. Forsyte President & CEO
Sean Sutton Executive Vice President & COO
Eileen Jeanette Senior Vice President of Artistic 
Planning & Production

Sharon Lee Executive Assistant

ARTISTIC & 
ORCHESTRA OPERATIONS 
Bella Sunshine

Senior Director of Operations

Craig Hahn
Director of Orchestra Personnel

Will Hunter
Director of Production

William Pruett
Director of Multimedia Operations

Shawne Zarubica
Managing Director, 
Pacific Symphony Youth 
Ensembles

Alison Spaeth
Orchestra Librarian

Dani Reynolds
Artistic Services Manager

Keilani Spahn
Assistant Stage Manager

Jared Brown
Operations Coordinator

Jonathan Bergeron
Youth Wind Ensemble & 
Youth Concert Band Manager

Mel Domingo
Youth Orchestra &
Santiago Strings Manager

Haiyang Wang
PSYE Auditions & Operations 
Coordinator

DEVELOPMENT
Nikki Palley

Senior Director of Major Gifts

Kim Greenhall
Senior Executive for Campaigns

Luisa Cariaga
Director of Institutional Giving

Matthew Morgen
Director of Individual Giving

Mandana Mahmoudi
Director of Development 
Operations

Jayne Herring
Director of Special Events

Daniel Escobar
Manager of Governing Members

Erika Reed
Box Circle, Donor & Events 
Concierge

Stephanie Smith
Development Department
Administrative Assistant

Amy Doan
Gift Processor

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Susan Miller Kotses

Vice President of Education & 
Community Engagement

Mary Hawkes
Director of Community        
Engagement

Kurt Mortensen
Director of Audience 
Engagement

Alison Levinson
Director of Arts Engagement

Carrie Villanueva
	 Education Projects Manager

Eileen Regullano
Senior Manager of Arts 
Engagement 

Daniel Oguri
Senior Manager of Community 
Engagement

Karen Akiyoshi
Class Act Regional Manager

Evelyn Miller
Class Act Regional Manager

Payal Swami
Class Act Regional Manager &
Program Coordinator

Carmen Marquez
Heartstrings Instrumental 
Programs Manager

FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION 
& IT
Jesse Hiser

Senior Director of Finance

Abby Edmunds
Senior Director of Volunteer 
Services

Sandra Perez
Payroll & Benefits Administrator

Jayee Liu
Human Resources Manager

Yolanda Reyes
GL Associate

Matthew Vu
Accounts Payable Associate

Ludmila Passioukova
Accounts Receivable Associate

Kerry Zeitler
Data Assistant

MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS
Dana Long

Vice President of
Marketing & Communications

Jean Oelrich
Director of Communications

Lorraine Caukin
Director of Sales

Nicholas Svorinich
Director of Campaign Marketing

Susan Ruzbasan
Account Sales Executive

Lindsay Mack
Social Media & Content 
Associate

Kathryn Mudgway
Marketing & Public Relations 
Associate

Isabel Wiemken
Senior Graphic Designer

PATRON SERVICES
Tony Julik

Assistant Manager of Ticketing 
Services

Chuck Clemens
Lead Sales Associate

Ralph Tumanan
TessituraTicketing Specialist

Grace Gee
Ticket Sales & Service Associate

COUNSEL
Forward Counsel, LLP

General Counsel

Robert Kane, Stuart Kane LLP
Labor Counsel

Lawrence H Stone, Jackson 
Lewis P.C

Labor Counsel

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
17620 FITCH, STE. 100, IRVINE, CA 92614  |   (714) 755‑5788

STAFF
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